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Dr Brigitte Le Juez receives the 2007 President’s Research Award in the Humanities and Social Sciences for her outstanding contribution to the development of Comparative Literature Studies and French and Francophone Studies both nationally and internationally. 

Research and publications by Dr Le Juez have covered the areas of Comparative Literature, 19th- and 20th-century French literature, art, and cinema, and have all had a significant international impact. Her monographs and edited collections have been of consistently high quality and have constituted major contributions to different fields of literary and cultural studies. Her most recent work, Beckett avant la lettre (2007), which is to be published this year in an English translation, received instant and widespread praise in France and has been hailed internationally as a pioneering work in Beckettian scholarship. The study of the notes taken by a former student of Samuel Beckett, Rachel Burrows, when he taught French literature in Trinity College Dublin in 1930-31, offers readers a unique opportunity to explore Beckett’s ideas about literature and to chart his intellectual development. Research by Dr Le Juez has led to a fundamental rethinking of the nature of influences on the writing and thought of one of Ireland’s foremost modern writers. 
Dr Le Juez has been a pioneering figure in the development of Comparative Literature as a field of study and research in Ireland. In 2003 in Dublin City University she initiated the first Master’s programme in Comparative Literature to be offered by an Irish university. Dr Le Juez has made a significant contribution to the development of this emerging and rapidly growing field in Ireland. She is a founding member of the Comparative Literature Association of Ireland (CLAI) which is developing Comparative Literature at a national and international level and is adding greatly to the international research profile of Dublin City University.

Dr Le Juez has made a major contribution to the development of French and Francophone Studies in Ireland. She was the Founding President of the Association des Etudes Françaises et Francophones d’Irlande (ADEFFI). ADEFFI was the first French Studies Association in Ireland dealing primarily with literatures and cultures of the Francophone world. As general editor for a number of years of The Irish Journal of French Studies, Dr Le Juez established the journal as a major refereed publication in French and Francophone studies attracting world-class national and international scholars.  

Dr Brigitte Le Juez’s research activity has been consistently characterized by first-class publications, innovation and interdisciplinarity as well as a sustained commitment to the wider research community. This generous and highly talented scholar is a most worthy recipient of the President’s Research Award in the Humanities and Social Sciences.
