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Abstract: (250 words)
Plasma and vacuum technologies are becoming increasingly important in a wide spectrum of cutting edge industries ranging from the semiconductor industry to the biomedical industry. In response to this demand Dublin City University in collaboration with Queens University Belfast have designed specialised web-based courses for engineers, technicians and other professionals working in these areas.

There are three formal levels of certified course:

Undergraduate certificate

Graduate diploma

Masters of science

These courses are modular in design and individual modules can be taken as stand-alone certified training courses. A certain number of modules must be completed before a formal degree is awarded. The courses are delivered on a part-time basis on the web and use modern e.learning methodologies. The courses are designed for

Technicians who wish to upskill and expand their career opportunities.

Science and engineering graduates who wish to specialise and obtain a formal university qualification in plasma and vacuum.

Individuals and companies who want to use individual courses as a basis for continuing professional development and training.

Graduate students involved in projects which require background knowledge in industrial plasma or vacuum. Individual modules may be taken to obtain the relevant knowledge and skills.

The courses are designed so that attendance at DCU or QUB campus is not required.

Further information on the courses can be found on our website at www.trip.dcu.ie or www.plasmavacuum.net .
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