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Abstract: (250 words)

Worldwide, science education reform movements are stressing the need to promote 'scientific literacy' among young people. Typically, this is taken to include empowering students to engage critically with science reports in the media. Thus teachers are frequently exhorted, for example, to use newspapers in the science classroom. 

Research conducted in Northern Ireland, however suggests that this is not nearly as straightforward as is sometimes implied. Findings will be presented from a study of secondary teachers practice in this regard which indicate that, though many passing reference to news stories, their purpose is in so doing is to highlight the relevance of science in everyday life rather than to promote, among students, an aptitude and ability to access and respond critically to science-related reportage. Furthermore, often their approach is limited to mention or reading of the news item accompanied only by brief questioning or discussion. There is evidence, too, that science teachers have a relatively restricted understanding of the complexities of the science-media-reader interaction.

Based on these findings and to begin to address these issues, the ‘Newspapers in Science Education’ 

(NISE) group is currently conducting the ‘Newspaper Project’. This is a multidisciplinary and multi-professional research and development venture which aims to identify desirable learning outcomes for young people in relation to their engagement with science in the media and to design appropriate instructional activities through which these objectives may be met. Some early results of this work will be presented.
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