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Abstract: (250 words)
This study is a phenomenography dealing with participants views of learning and teaching environmental education in national parks. The environmental education program is given by both the Land, Sea & Atmosphere Sciences Research Group of the Scientific and Technical Research Council of Turkey and the university near the national park. The group has designed three environmental education programs in the following national parks of Turkey; Cappadocia, in central Anatolia, Kackar Mountains, in east Black Sea region, and Mt. Kaz (Kazdagi), in southeast Marmara. The program takes 9-11 days. The number of the participants is 25-30. Participants selected from the graduate students and research assistants in the fields of natural sciences on the base of their interest to the program.
The aim of this environmental education program, as commonly accepted for all others, is to develop values and attitudes and ethics. Moreover, it is expected that all participants will take an active role in decision making.

The program is seen as an educational one, and a summative evaluation, rating especially the learning gains from the activities.

Phenomenography as an empirical research tradition will be used to answer questions of learning and teaching environmental education in this informal setting based on participants’ views.

Data will be collected via interviews and written response format of the interview questions with the participants. As it is stated in the literature, the activities rather than the context makes difference in environmental education, participants views will be gathered after each educational activity.

The implication of this research is to help designing environmental education programs for people with different affective and cognitive characteristics, such as background, experience, expectancy, learning style, etc.
Type of Presentation Preferred
 

Poster 
    X

Oral  


Student Presentation 




Yes           X

No

Signed
_________________________________
Date July 31, 2004
Please complete and return along with the registration form to Dr. Eilish McLoughlin, School of Physical Sciences, Dublin City University, Dublin 9 (email: Eilish.McLoughlin@dcu.ie) before July 30th 2004. 

Centre for the Advancement of Science Teaching and Learning


Dublin City University, Faculty of Science & Health, Dublin 9





Conference Secretary: Eilish McLoughlin





International Conference


“Securing the foundations of Ireland’s knowledge-based economy:


Science and Mathematics Education for the new century”


www.dcu.ie/smec














Conference Chairs: Paul van Kampen & Tom McCloughlin

Conference secretary: Eilish McLoughlin, Eilish.McLoughlin@dcu.ie


