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Abstract: (250 words)
Sensory integration is the natural process of organising sensory input so that a person can interact with the environment effectively. Dysfunction of sensory integration, therefore, causes a mismatch of sensory information received and its processing. As most human activity involves this fundamental process of processing received sensory information the child’s quality of life may be impoverished to a varying degree depending on the type and extent of the dysfunction. Sensory integration and its dysfunction have not been dealt with in the science education literature even though learning disabilities and teaching science to children with special educational needs has received extensive study.  Addressing this oversight through intervention in the classroom would alleviate to some extent the dysfunction of sensory integration but also provide a dividend by raising a child’s motivation to learn generally but by couching such an intervention within science go further, and motivate the child in science. This work outlines one approach to this area that is part of a larger research project on promoting sensory integration through the sciences in an Irish primary school in 7 years old children.  The method promoted here is one of enhancing motivation and inner drive thus improving a child’s sensory integration directly through sensory activities in an intervention programme paying particular attention to the tactile and proprioceptive senses while providing suggestions for activities in biology in olfactory, taste, vestibular, and auditory systems.
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