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Abstract: (250 words)
This poster compares the introduction of problem-based learning into two major teaching and learning initiatives within the Faculty of Science, University of Leicester, UK. The drive for change and innovation springs primarily from two factors:  desire to improve the quality of learning experience for students, and declining numbers in science departments within the UK.  Both initiatives address these issues; their common factor is problem-based learning, but their approach and scope differ widely. The comparison provides an insight into the challenges of introducing PBL.
Project LeAP is a national project funded by the Higher Education Funding Council for England and headed by the Department of Physics and Astronomy at the University of Leicester.  The project aims to collect and promote problem-based learning practice within the physics community, and to produce a guide to implementation.  At Leiceseter, problem-based learning has been phased into several aspects of the undergraduate curriculum:  core learning, options, lab sessions, workshops, tutorials, and as motivation for remaining lectures.  This poster details some of the challenges that have been faced in introducing problem-based learning, such as staff engagement, problem development, facilitator training, student induction, and use of existing static resources.

Interdisciplinary Science (i-Science) is a new degree programme in which all of Leicester's physical science and life science departments are involved.  The degree is wholly taught by problem-based learning, driven (in the first two years) by five-week problems taken from interdisciplinary research projects from across the University.  The texture of the curriculum is enriched by sub-problems, support skills problems, fully integrated lab work, industry and expert guest lectures, and field trips.  In planning this degree, which has its first intake in September 2004, staff from across two University faculties have been brought together to work collaboratively on problem design.  The poster relates their goals and experiences during the design of the UK's first i-Science degree.
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