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As the use of the WWW increases, so the number of online resources that can be used to support teaching increases. However, with this increased availability also comes the problem of retrieving and selecting quality materials to support student learning within specific course areas. This EU funded project has been established to develop a subject portal that aims to provide secondary school physics teachers with relevant, appropriate and timely resources to support their teaching. This portal is structured in such a way that any resources made available are easily accessible and effective for very different user groups e.g. both teachers and pupils. 

An Action Research Group has been set up in order that teachers are involved in negotiating the content, structure and function of the Portal. Rather than developing new materials, this project makes use of existing resources and integrates these with pedagogical content provided by the teacher groups. These resources were first collated within a WebCT learning environment but have now been transferred to a live website. As a range of science resources in these subject areas are available, an important part of the initial evaluation activity was the creation of criteria with the action research groups in order to assist in the subsequent development of Portal content. Evaluation activities related to the structure, the WWW site content development and associated activities.

The outcomes of the project to date are a website, http://starphysics.dit.ie/, which includes the resources evaluated by teachers, a CD support for the group, a Minerva community of Leaving Certificate physics teachers and those supporting physics teaching. It has also given the steering committee an appreciation of the process and the importance of the process.
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