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Sci-Spy is a science initiative aimed at Irish primary school children in 5th and 6th class. It comprises 29 short video programmes (each approx. 6 minutes in length) and a website with a range of interactive content. Most importantly, Sci-Spy aims to show children that science is everywhere and science is FUN!

In September 2004 the Sci-Spy videos will be distributed on DVD to all primary schools around the country. The Sci-Spy website (www.sci-spy.ie) is fully functional and contains a wide range of ancillary content to complement the Sci-Spy videos, including interactive educational games and quizzes, notes for teachers, printable experiment sheets and factsheets, and relevant educational weblinks, all of which can be used either in school or at home.

Content and Curriculum: The content for Sci-Spy has been created in consultation with Irish teachers. Sci-Spy aims to support teachers and students in the adoption and delivery of the new primary science curriculum recently introduced in Ireland. This curriculum is broad and flexible, with practical investigation a central tenet of learning. Many of the innovative aspects of the science curriculum are mirrored on this website through experiments, quizzes and interactive games. These aim to encourage pupils to explore the practical application of scientific ideas in everyday situations and to give them an awareness of the value of technology in the world in which they live. The website has been designed for use within the classroom or at home. Both teachers and parents should find the content suitably engaging, as well as educational, for children in the upper primary classes.

Sci-Spy Development :

Sci-Spy is part of a collaborative project between NCTE and RTE. This collaborative project is entitled IMMERSE – Interactive Multimedia Educational Resources for Students and Educators – and was established in 2002. It has set out to develop innovative, interactive, curriculum-relevant resources for students and teachers in the Irish education system. Three content areas have been developed in this collaboration – Primary Science (www.sci-spy.ie), Primary Visual Arts (www.iamanartist.ie) and Junior Cycle Science (www.scienceunleashed.ie).
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