[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
image1.png
What is the Irish Innocence Project?
This project functions to protect those who have
reached their last resort in regards to legal
remedies and while the Project is still in the
early stages, to date the project has successfully
cleared the name of Harry Gleeson and received
a state pardon.

The project has recently received charity status
and acts as a voluntary organisation, which
proves to help develop valuable professional
skills in Students, while helping the wider
society.  Student caseworkers typically are
assigned up to three cases and investigate the
case in vast detail in order to uncover a certain
piece of evidence, which ecither was mot
previously known or the significance of which

was not appreciated at trial.

Much of the work of the caseworkers is
researching the case files and transcripts of a case
and contacting relevant persons to a case. In
addition to this however, the project seeks to
include the convicted in the process as much as
the case will allow, whether it be through prison
visits or meetings with the client after they have
been released. This in turn enables the
caseworkers to develop a personal investment in
the case.

Does Ireland need an Innocence Project?
The Irish Innocence Project in recent times has
come into the public eye, resulting from the
exoneration of Harry Gleeson. Seventy-Four
years after the hanging of Mr Gleeson for a
crime he did not commit, the Irish Innocence
Project was able to prove his innocence and in
turn clear his name. If the project existed
seventy-four years ago, Harry Gleeson may still
be alive today.

As a result of technical advances in DNA
Evidence, the project is in a position to
readdress cases in which the convicted claims to
be innocent. A conviction attaches a number of
negative implications to the name of the
convicted and his or her family, difficulties may
arises  when secking job opportunities or
partaking in their local community.

It is unfortunate that the Irish Criminal Justice
system is moving towards a Crime Control
model, which effectively grants more power to
the Gardai and minimalizes the role of the
courts, the recent case of DPP v JC. This in turn
emphasises the need of the Irish Innocence
Project, as the project aims to protect those who

the system has failed.

How do Students benefit from this?
The causes for which the Irish Innocence Project
fights for are hugely worthy objectives and
resonate with compassion and justice. However,
the value of the Irish Innocence Project goes far
beyond that. The Innocence Project offers
students who are involved an invaluable
opportunity to use what they learn in the
classroom and apply it in a way that makes a
meaningful impact on the society that we live in
today. It bridges the gap between the classroom
and the professional world, teaching students in
an active way and preparing them for what

professional life holds after University.

Case-workers of the Irish Innocence Project have
been taught invaluable skills, both professional
and inter-personal and it is for this reason that
not only is the Innocence Project of great benefit
to the people whose cases it takes on, but for
cach and every student involved too. The
participatients, aswell as the above, develop an
awareness of human rights and the implications
of conviction, this in turn develops a unique
persepctive of the criminal justice system.





