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PISA 2015

“ In the beginning it was a game. Later,
chess for me became a sport, an art, a
science, everything together. I was very
focused on chess, and happy with that
world. “

“I have no special talent. I am only
passionately curious.”

Overview of the presentation

 Conceptualisation of motivation in the educational context

 The interplay among motivation, learning, and students’ 
achievements

 Implications for practice 

 Q & A

MOTIVATION AS THE HEART OF LEARNING

Motivation as an outcome is important to all students 
in the classroom all the time.

C. Ames
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What is motivation?

ACTIVATES

(gets you 
going)

MAINTAINS

(keeps you 
going)

GUIDES

(determines where & how 
intensively  you‘re 

trying to go)

Motivation – a process that…

…learning over time.
Schunk, Pintrich, & Meece (2008)

How motivation affects learning?

Rheinberg et al. (1996) 

LEARNING

Functional 
state

Active 
learning 

time

Approaches 
and learning 

strategies

OUTPUTS

8 –10%
Emotions?

Born to learn?

Most children

… come to school positively motivated to learn.

… optimistic about ability in different areas.

… enthusiastic about learning and school.

… enjoy learning.

Wigfield et al. (2015)

What do we already know about
motivation to learn?

Why should teachers care about students  

motivation to learn?
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A decrease of motivation for learning during schooling?

 Experiences with school and school learning

Differentiation of interests

 Social development

Academic self-concept

 Societal influences (feedback, teaching, curriculum)

Motivation gap?

EVERYDAY 
LEARNING

SCHOOL 
LEARNING

MOTIVATION?

TEACHERS?

My choice…
My plan…
My teacher…
Self-assessment…
…

Their choice…
Their plan…

Our teacher…
Their assessment…

…

Charles Darwin
Maya Angelou

Steve Jobs

Akiro Kurosawa
Marie Curie

Charles Chaplin

Albert Einstain

The interplay between motivation and high abilities?

:

 Academic excellence (work)

 Academic failure (passivity)

?

Differences among three groups of high school gifted students?

(1) Creative intellectuals

(2) Studious                               Motivation to learn (attitudes,

(3) Social leaders                       interests, and values)?

Drews, E. M. (1964). A study of non-intellectual 
factors in superior (average and slow) high school 
students: Final report. East Lansing, MI: Michigan 
State University.

Differences among six groups of gifted children and youth?

(1) The Successful

(2) The Creative

(3) The Underground                                     Behaviour, feelings and

(4) The At-Risk                                                  needs?

(5) The Twice/Multiple Exceptional

(6) The Autonomous Learner

Betts, G. T. & Neihart, M. (1988/2010). Profiles 
of the gifted and talented. Gifted Child
Quarterly, 32, str. 248–253.
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Humor and relaxation.

Teacher's compliments / feed back…

Useful tasks.

Answering questions with your own words.

Freedom of decision-making.

Cooperation among students.

Experimental work.

Enough time.

Teacher's trust and respect.

Acceptance of mistakes.

Respect for diversity.

Considering the interests of students.

SS students: TA

SS students: PI

ES students: TA

ES students: PI

What motivates gifted students for school work_
personal importance (PI) and perceived teachers activity (TA)?

Juriševič et al., 2012

What can we learn about motivation of gifted 
students from empirical evidence?

 The research on different samples and using  different 
methodologies results in similar findings.

 Gifted students do not differentiate in structure but in the 
intensity of their motivational components developed 
through schooling.

 Gifted students need cognitive challenge and authentic 
learning situations, genuine communication,  cooperation, 
competent mentors.

 Teacher education?

Most aspects of most motivation theories and related research 
apply to gifted students.

Areas of difference:

 Appropriate challenge & passion.

 Focus on growth / development and learning more 
than performance and competition: „What did you 
learn?“ vs. „What did you get?“

 Need opportunity to put forth effort / neuroscience: 
„Use it or lose it.“

Clinkenbeard, 2017 + Teachers?

PRINCIPLE 9 Students tend to
enjoy learning and perform better
when they are more intrinsically
than extrinsically motivated to
achieve.

PRINCIPLE 10 Students persist in
the face of challenging tasks and
process information more deeply
when they adopt mastery goals
rather than performance goals.

PRINCIPLE 11 Teachers’ 
expectations about their students 
affect students’ opportunities to 
learn, their motivation, and their
learning outcomes.

PRINCIPLE 12 Setting goals that
are short term (proximal), specific,
and moderately challenging
enhances motivation more than
establishing goals that are long
term (distal), general, and overly
challenging.

(2017)

http://www.apa.org/ed/schools/teaching-learning/top-twenty-principles.aspx

TOP 20 PRINCIPLES FROM 

PSYCHOLOGY FOR PREK–12 

CREATIVE, TALENTED, AND GIFTED 

STUDENTS’ TEACHING AND LEARNING
Center for Psychology in Schools and Education

Discussion?

mojca.jurisevic@pef.uni-lj.si

Juriševič, M. (2017). Motivating gifted students. In J. R. Cross, C. 
O‘Reilly, & T. L. Cross (Eds.), Providing for the special needs of students
with gifts & talents (pp. 235–266). Dublin, Ireland: CTYI Press. 

http://www.apa.org/ed/schools/teaching-learning/top-twenty-principles.aspx

