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The Irish Santa in Education Myth 



OECD 2008: EDUCATION AT A 
GLANCE 

EXPENDITURE ON EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AS A % OF 
GDP 

IRELAND 2005: 4.6%  
OECD AVERAGE 2005: 5.8% 
 
IRELAND 2000: 4.5% 
IRELAND 1995: 5.2% 
 
JOINT 20TH OF 29 COUNTRIES FOR 

PRIMARY/SECONDARY/POSTSECONDARY 
/NONTERTIARY 
 



Galbraith ς Culture of 
Contentment 

 
ÂBUILDING ON STRENGTHS 

DO YOU THINK YOU WANT TO STAY ON 
AT SCHOOL UNTIL THE LEAVING 
CERTIFICATE ? 
Primary Pupils: 5th/6 th Class 
Total:   750 yes 80 no     
2 probably мр ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ  
15 no answer 
 



Era 1: Joe Lee ς no policy 
 
Era 2: Isolated programmes, territories, some attempts at 
strategies: Some progress  
¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ¦ƴƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ CƻǊŎŜǎ 9ŀǊƭȅ hƴ 
- Ad hoc SCP, Isolated HSL, Narrow Behaviour Support 
Service, Unfocused Inservice 
 
Era 3: ??? 
 



ERA 3: ??? 

Â - The Drive for Evaluation and its 
Limitations: Causes need supporting 
ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ΨǿƻǊƪΩ 

- Holistic Strategies: Teams not individuals, 
developmental and lifelong focus, 
community development and schools 

- School as community focal point ? 

  

 



ERA 3: ??? 
 

 I9bw¸ YL{{LbD9wΥ ά9±9b ¢I9 ah{¢ 
AFFLUENT COUNTRIES WILL CONFRONT 
SHRINKING RESOURCES. EACH WILL HAVE 
¢h w959CLb9 L¢{ b!¢Lhb![ twLhwL¢L9{έ  

 

    нл W!b нллф Ψ¢I9 Lb59t9b59b¢Ω 
- A PEELING AWAY OF INVESTMENT? 



ERA 3: ??? 
 

 

- THE KEY ROLE OF UNIONS  
 

- WHAT ARE THE MISSING ELEMENTS 
OF A HOLISTIC STRATEGY ? 


