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The Irish Santa in Education Myth 

 



OECD 2008: EDUCATION AT A GLANCE 
 

 

EXPENDITURE ON EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AS A % OF GDP: 

 

Â IRELAND 2005: 4.6%  

Â OECD AVERAGE 2005: 5.8% 

Â IRELAND 2000: 4.5% 

Â IRELAND 1995: 5.2% 

Â JOINT 20TH OF 29 COUNTRIES FOR 
PRIMARY/SECONDARY/POST-SECONDARY NON-TERTIARY 

 



 BUILDING ON STRENGTHS 
 

DO YOU THINK YOU WANT TO STAY ON AT SCHOOL UNTIL THE LEAVING 
CERTIFICATE ? 

 
Â Primary Pupils: 5th/6 th Class 

Total:   750 yes 80 no     
2 probably мр ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ  
15 no answer 
 

*(Downes, 2004; Downes, Maunsell & Ivers, 2006; Downes & Maunsell, 2007) 
 
* Ballyfermot, Blanchardstown and Liberties DEIS schools 



HEALTH ISSUES AND SCHOOL 
COMPLETION ς  Ψ95¦-/!w9Ω 

1. Hunger in school 

2. Problematic sleep patterns among pupils 

3. Bullying 

4. Pupil-teacher conflict resolution and positive 
school climate 

5. Need for emotional support and resources 
to resist sexual pressure at late primary 

6. Substance abuse ς Language/Literacy 

7. Alternatives to suspension 

8. Need for outreach and multidisciplinary 
teams 

 



Theme 1: Hunger in School 
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Â The pupil responses from 5th and 6th class in all the 

participating schools revealed extremely high levels 
of variation across schools (from 6% to 33%) 
regarding pupil hunger in school affecting their 
learning.  In two schools, there was an exceptionally 
high level of pupils (33%) who stated that they were 
either often, very often or every day too hungry to 
do their work in school. 

(Downes & Maunsell, 2007) 

 


