	POSTGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS FAQ

	Last updated on 01/03/13 - Changes and new FAQs are indicated in red

	FUNDING AMOUNT

	 

	1. How Will Funding be Allocated in the 2013/14 Postgraduate Scholarship Scheme?

	 

	(a) I understand that the postgraduate funding covers fees but would be very grateful if you could confirm the amount of maintenance that an award gives. 

	A maintenance award of €16,000 per annum is paid to the Scholar, and contribution to fees to a maximum of €5,750 to the HEI.

	 

	(b) The upcoming Irish Research Council Scholarships contain several elements of funding for 1 and 2 years. Can you specify if the IRC is planning to allocate certain percentages of funding of the total budget for MSc projects and for the completion of started PhD projects rather than just focussing on funding full 3-4 year PhD stipends?

	The Irish Research Council will base funding decisions on individual merit and excellence, as well as the overall strength of the project. Due to this, the Council does not allocate specific amounts of money to certain types of degree or subject area.

	 

	(c) On reading your website under "The Irish Research Council Government of Ireland Postgraduate Scholarship Scheme" it seems that the Irish Research Council will be offering just three scholarships in 2013-2014. Have I misunderstood or is this the entire list of options for postgraduate support available through the Irish Research Council? Is this three scholarship schemes, or three scholarships in total?

	The Irish Research Council is offering three types of scholarships for 2013/14. These include: the Government of Ireland Postgraduate Scholarship Scheme; the Enterprise Partnership Scheme Postgraduate Scholarships: and the Department of Foreign Affairs Andrew Grene Postgraduate Scholarship in Conflict Resolution.

	 

	(d) Will there be multiple calls for the Enterprise scheme in 2013?

	It is envisaged that there will be two Enterprise Partnership Scheme Calls in 2013, so the Council will announce a further call for the Enterprise Partnership Scheme in 2013. 

	 

	(e) Does the Irish Research Council provide funding for fees for international students?

	The Irish Research Council Postgraduate Scholarship funding covers fees of up to €5,750 only. Successful applicants whose fees are above €5750 (any differential must be paid by the Scholar and/or the HEI)

	 

	ELIGIBILITY

	 

	1. When Should I Have Registered By?

	 

	(a) I have a query about the registration dates of current research students who are on a Structured PhD and who commenced their research in late September 2010. Please note that in some Host Institutions, the academic year commences in September each year and not October. Is there any flexibility in terms of the registration dates?

	(b) I am interested in applying for the Irish Research Council Scholarship scheme. However, my course of study will begin March 2014 so I just want to double check that I am ineligible to apply for the current 2013/2014 scholarship scheme, correct?  When will the application reopen for the 2014/2015?  Will I be eligible to apply then even if I am not beginning in January 2014?

	Postgraduate Scholars can register at any time, but for the purposes of Scholarship payments Scholarships will be formally recognised as commencing on either the 1st October or the 1st January (for 2nd 2013/14 call of EPS) and payments will not be backdated. All Scholarships commence on 1st October 2013 (no later or earlier) and payment will only commence after this date.   

	 

	(c) The terms and conditions state that eligibility for pure research doctoral degrees depends on having registered after October 2011. My own situation is complicated by the fact that I needed to re-register at an alternative university with an alternative mentor due to tragic circumstances. I re-registered, and subsequently had my status amended to reflect the initial two years (plus) of study. Am I eligible?

	Tragic circumstances necessitating a transfer that extends an applicant’s study would count as an eligible career break. 

	 

	(d) The terms and conditions state that ‘Scholars must be full-time students affiliated with recognized HEI in Ireland’. Does this mean that at the time of applying for the program an applicant must currently be a full time student or does it mean that if you an applicant is successful in getting funding then he/she must become/remain a full time student?

	If an applicant is successful in getting funding they then become a Scholar.  Scholars must be full-time students whilst doing the Postgraduate degree that they have received Council funding for.  Applicants do not have to be full time students at the time of applying.

	 

	(e) I commenced a three-year IRCSET Embark scholarship for a 3 year PhD program in October 2010. My university informed me that I was required to register as a structured PhD student. The Terms and Conditions state that the Council is to offer 48 months of funding for structured PhDs and also that having first registered in October 2010 one could be eligible for one year of funding under the IRC call this year. Am I eligible?

	No. You are not eligible on the basis of being already funded by the IRC.

	 

	(f) I wish to commence my Master's degree in spring-2014. I am scheduled to complete my bachelor degree in December 2013. Am I eligible?

	No. All successful applicants must commence their course of study on 1 October 2013. You may be eligible for the 2014/15 scheme. 

	 

	(f) The terms and conditions state that: ‘Master's by research students who have not transferred to PhD are not eligible’. Can you give me more information on my situation? Can I propose to have my current Masters Degree finished and submitted by October and ready to begin a new PhD program?

	(g) If I apply for Master’s research funding, would I be eligible to apply for IRC funding at a PhD level at another point?

	Applicants that have finished and submitted their Masters Degree and wish to start a new PhD program would qualify as a new start. New entrants to the degree for which they are to receive Council funding must have been provisionally accepted by a head of department/school (or his/her authorised deputy) by, at the latest, 1st August 2013 and formally accepted by the relevant department/school by, at the latest, 1st October 2013. Eligible applicants for an Irish Research Council Doctoral Degree must not currently hold or have previously held any Irish Research Council Postgraduate Scholarship other than that which would enable them to obtain a Research Masters Degree.

	 

	(h) I have read the eligibility criteria in the terms and conditions. I says that anyone doing a 'Traditional PhD' can be funded for 3 years once they are registered from October 2011. It also says that 'Structured PhDs' can be funded for four years once registration takes place in 2010. My PhD is of four years duration and is a PhD by Research degree. I registered in February 2011, so my specific question is whether or not I am eligible to apply for IRC funding at this time?

	Your date of first registration would be taken as October 2010 for the purposes of calculating the indicative duration of funding that you would be eligible for.  Reading Table 3.2.2 this would indicate one year of funding as the indicative duration.  To be eligible to apply for part-funding for a degree that you have already registered for and completed part of, you must also satisfy the requirement of either being self-funded, in receipt of a HEI bursary or HEI Scholarship or be in the Institute of Technology Sector in receipt of Strand 1 funding wishing to transfer to the PhD register.

	 

	(i) Can you confirm whether EPS awardees can start at any time (as it is at present) - or will the start date under the current scheme have to be October 2013. Does the start date have to be January '14 for call 2?

	For the purposes of this funding call, funding will commence no sooner or later than 1st October 2013 or 1st January for the second call for the Enterprise Partnership Scheme to be announced later this year. 

	 

	(j) If a student has enrolled at an Institute over 6 months ago, however the pg1 (which is the Institutional postgraduate registration) is just in process as the student as waiting for the ethics approval what starting date does the student put down on the application as start date for the proposed research? Do we use enrolment date or registration date.

	If you are a new start (ie. you have not started the degree that you are seeking funding for) your funding will commence no sooner or later than 1st October 2013.  If you have already started and have part-completed your degree and are looking for part-funding then your date of first registration would be October 2012. 

	 

	3. Can I Transfer from a Mlitt/MPhil to a Doctoral Degree?

	 

	(a) I am currently registered as a self funded MPhil research student. I plan to transfer to a PhD in Autumn 2013 with either the same project or a similar one. Am I eligible to apply? I am currently a second year Master's scholar, and would require two years to complete my doctoral research.

	(b) I am currently in the first year of a two-year MLitt program, a program type that is not explicitly listed in section 3.2 of your Terms and Conditions. The degree in question is a two-year research only program, with no structured elements. Am I eligible?

	(c) I am currently in my first year of an M.Litt programme at Trinity, and registered last September (2012). This is a two year Research Masters, but as it is not "structured", does this make me ineligible to apply?

	(e) I am currently completing the first year of a research Masters with the intention of transferring to the PhD register in August. Given that I am self funded, can I apply for three years funding for a research PhD or must my year of research up to this date be classed as a year completed of the PhD and hence limit my funding application to two years?

	 An applicant who is already registered for one of the degrees as listed in table 3.2 in the Terms and Conditions and who has completed part of the degree on the basis of being self-funded, is entitled to apply for further part-funding of their degree.  Applicants can request funding for up to 4 years duration for a Doctoral Degree if it is part of a structured programme, otherwise only up to 3 years funding will be given.  This includes applicants already registered as a Master's student wanting to transfer to a PhD. An applicant who is already registered and has completed part of the degree on the basis of being funded by exchequer or non-exchequer funding sources or via a not-for-profit organisation is not eligible to hold a Council Scholarship.  The exception to this are those applicants in the Institute of Technology Sector in receipt of Strand 1 funding wishing to transfer to the PhD register, and those applicants in receipt of a HEI-funded bursary or a HEI-funded scholarship.  These applicants will be entitled to apply for further part-funding of their degree.  Applicants can request funding for up to 4 years duration for a Doctoral Degree if it is part of a structured programme, otherwise only up to 3 years funding will be given.  This includes applicants already registered as a Masters student wanting to transfer to a PhD. 

	 

	(e) I am applying for IRC funding for the second year of my MLitt degree, which falls into neither the category of a '12 month research masters' or a '24 month structured masters'. Further, my MLitt is a stand alone research degree - of 2 years length - that I do not seek to 'upgrade' to a PhD. Indeed, my host institution no longer offers the 'upgrade' option, as was traditionally the case for MLitt degrees. Am I eligible to apply?

	The Irish Research Council will only fund one year of Masters funding for Research Masters degrees that are not deemed to be structured by the Dean of Graduate Studies (or his/her equivalent) in the HEI.

	 

	(f) Since 2009, I have been studying and researching part time in an MPhil program, as a prelude to pursuing a PhD . I am now ready to transfer to a PhD program in 2013. Am I eligible to apply for IRC postgraduate funding?

	Two years of part-time study will count as 2 full-time years.  In this instance you will be applying for either one additional year (Traditional PhD) or two additional years (Structured PhD). To be eligible to apply for part-funding of a degree that you have already completed part of, you must be either be self-funded or in the Institute of Technology Sector in receipt of Strand 1 funding wishing to transfer to the PhD register, or in receipt of a HEI-funded bursary or a HEI-funded scholarship.  These are the only applicants entitled to apply for part-funding of their degree.   This includes applicants already registered as a Masters student wanting to transfer to a PhD. 

	 

	3. Can I Apply for a Fourth Year of Doctoral Study?

	 

	(a) I would like to find out if I can apply for year four of my doctoral study. Could you let me know if this is a possibility at my stage of the  research?

	Self-funded applicants, applicants in the Institute of Technology Sector in receipt of Strand 1 funding and those applicants in receipt of a HEI-funded bursary or a HEI-funded scholarship will be eligible to apply for a fourth year of study if they are doing a Doctoral Degree that is part of a structured programme.

	 

	(b) I began my doctoral research in October 2012 and I am currently funded for 36 months by an IRCSET Postgraduate Research Scholarship. I have agreed with my supervisor to undertake a 48 month Structured Doctoral Degree program and I am currently undertaking modules and additional courses for credits. The 4th year of this program will be self-funded and I was wondering if I am eligible to apply for funding for this additional year?

	No, a Scholar who is already registered for one of the degrees listed in table 3.2 (of the terms and conditions) and who has completed part of the degree on the basis of being funded by exchequer or non-exchequer funding sources or via a not-for-profit organisation is not eligible to hold a Council Scholarship.  This includes applicants currently funded by the Irish Research Council.

	 

	(c) All UCD PhDs are now 4 year structured.  I have a company on board for the Enterprise application of a potential UCD candidate, so is that IRC scheme for 3 or 4 years? This is important as they will be in either for 24K or 32K and I think I can get them to agree to the latter, unless 3 years is stipulated in the Enterprise Scheme.  

	Applicants may apply for any of the four degree types under any of the three types of Postgraduate Scholarships in the 2013 call.  

	 

	(d) Do students in receipt of Irish Research Council Postgraduate Scholarships this year (2012/13) get 4 full years funding if they are registered on a Structured PhD? Or is it a case that they get 3 years funding which can be spend over 4 years, like before?

	Scholars currently in receipt of Postgraduate Scholarships from the Irish Research Council will only be given the amount of funding stipulated in their original contract.  If this is 3 years funding then they may wish to avail of the option of spending this over 4 years.

	 

	(e) I'm a 3rd year PhD student in TCD currently being funded by IRCSET which will end in September this year. I would need another year to complete my PhD and was wondering if i can apply for an extension of funding through any of the postdoctoral fellowship advertized on the Irish Research Council website.

	No, a Scholar who is already registered for one of the degrees listed in table 3.2 (of the terms and conditions) and who has completed part of the degree on the basis of being funded by exchequer or non-exchequer funding sources or via a not-for-profit organisation is not eligible to hold a Council Scholarship.  This includes applicants currently funded by the Irish Research Council.

	 

	4. Can I Apply to Switch from Part-time to Full-time Study?

	 

	(a) I am currently a part-time PhD candidate. I would gladly switch to full-time status if funding became available to me. Please could you tell me, if I am eligible to apply for your scholarship?

	An applicant who is already registered for one of the degrees as listed in table 3.2 in the Terms and Conditions and who has completed part of the degree on the basis of being self-funded, and applicants in the Institute of Technology Sector in receipt of Strand 1 funding or an applicant in receipt of a HEI-funded bursary or a HEI-funded scholarship will be eligible to apply for part-funding of their degree.  If an eligible applicant has completed part of their degree on the basis of being part-time, it should be noted that 2 years of part-time study will count as 2 full time years for the purposes of calculating the maximum amount of funding that can be allocated. 

	 

	5. I am not Based Principally in Ireland. Can I apply?

	 

	(a) I have recently commenced full-time doctoral research at an Irish HEI. I am an Irish citizen who relocated to the United States last year. I plan to return to Ireland once a year for a short period to attend my graduate research committee meeting and to carry out non-remote field work. Am I eligible?

	As per the Terms and Conditions, successful Scholars must be resident in Ireland during the period of the Scholarship. Scholars must maintain an actual presence within their respective departments/schools during their Scholarship and reside within a reasonable travelling distance of the HEI.  

	 

	(b) Are there any eligibility restrictions regarding the citizenship of applicants? May I apply as an American student pursuing a degree in Ireland? I didn't see such a restriction among the eligibility criteria, but I wanted to make sure.

	(c) I am Iranian and Non-EU citizen, As a Non-EU citizen, am I eligible for applying to this Scholarship Scheme?

	While a majority of postgraduate Scholarships awarded by the Council will be offered to citizens of the European Union (EU) or to those whose legal and permanent residence is within a member state of the EU, a proportion of awards may also be offered to exceptional applicants from non-EU member states. Fees (including non-EU) will be covered by the Scholarship up to a maximum of €5,750 per annum (any differential must be paid by the Scholar and/or HEI).  American and Iranian students can therefore apply

	 

	6. I am Based in Ireland and wish to Secure Funding to Study Abroad?

	 

	(a) I have found it quite difficult to find funding bodies within Ireland that support postgraduate research for Irish students abroad.Is this within the Irish Research Council's remit?

	(b) I wish to apply for a PhD in an English HEI. Am I eligible to apply to the Postgraduate scheme?

	Individuals wishing to carry out postgraduate research by registering in HEIs outside of Ireland are not eligible to apply for funding.

	 

	7. Would a Leave of Absence Impact on my Eligibility?

	 

	(a) I am currently on a leave of absence for financial reasons, I would like to know if I am I still eligible to apply for the postgraduate Government of Ireland award for the coming year? If given funding I would return to full time study.

	This would depend on the original source of funding for the degree, i.e. self-funded applicants, applicants in the Institute of Technology Sector in receipt of Strand 1 funding and those applicants in receipt of a HEI-funded bursary or a HEI-funded scholarships are eligible to apply for part-funding of a Degree that they have already completed part of.

	 

	(b) The terms and conditions state that traditional doctoral candidates must have registered prior to October 2011 to be eligible for this scheme.  Can you tell me if this applies even in the following case? I registered in April 2010, and worked for one year on a project which is no longer being pursued. Due to family ill health, I was forced to take a leave of absence from April 2011 - December 2011, when I returned to doctoral study, this time with an entirely new project and a new supervisor. Although it was a new project, I was advised by my university not to re-register, but to continue my previous registration. Although my official registration date is April 2010, I only began pursuing the current course of research with my current supervisor in December 2011. Am I still ineligible?

	Exceptions to the date of first registeration may be made for those who have taken eligible career breaks from their degree programmes (e.g. maternity leave, parental leave, etc) or who have temporarily withdrawn from their degree programme for duly certified medical reasons.

	 

	8. How would my Undergraduate and Master's Grade Affect my Eligibility?

	 

	(a) My undergraduate grade is slightly lower than a 2:1. However, I have since completed a Master’s degree with a high 2:1. Would my lower undergraduate degree preclude me from applying for PhD funding?

	 Masters Degree results take precedence over the results of a primary degree. Your undergraduate grading would not preclude you from successfully competing for Postgraduate Scholarship funding. 

	 

	9. Does the Council Fund Integrated PhDs?

	 

	(a) Is a student pursuing an 'integrated' doctoral degree not eligible? Or are they eligible from the date of transfer to the PhD register as a standalone PhD?

	Yes, you can apply to upgrade providing that you meet all of the other eligibility criteria.

	 

	10. How is Self-Funded Defined?

	 

	(a) I wish to seek clarification of your definition of being 'self-funded' for the first year of the degree - you state that those who have been in receipt of exchequer funding for part of their degree are not eligible to apply. For the first year of my MLitt, I had my fees only paid by SUSI due to my being within a low-income band, but I provided for maintenance myself. A presentation was given today by members of the IRC at my host university, during the coure of which the representative stated that 'if an individual is already on a County Council grant, then a scholarship - but not fees - would be paid by the IRC'. I would be grateful if you could please clarify my eligibility to apply.

	Applicants that have had their fees paid by SUSI are eligible to apply, and providing that they meet all of the other eligibility criteria, to hold a Council Scholarship.  As per the Terms and Conditions, Scholars who have their fees paid in full or in part by a third party, must inform the Council and the appropriate offices in their HEI and will not be eligible for the fee portion of the Scholarship.

	 

	11. Is Funding Provided for M.Phil Courses?

	 

	 (a) Is funding provided for M. Phil courses?

	All disciplines are eligible to apply for funding for a research masters degree.  Applications to pursue taught degrees or degrees where a thesis/accumulated papers are valued at 60% or less of the final mark of the degree are not eligible.

	 

	12. How Would My Current Course or Project Impact On My Eligibility?

	 

	(a) When do I have to have graduated from my last degree by to be eligible?

	The Council may make a provisional offer of a Scholarship on condition that the Scholar's undergraduate degree result is a first or upper second-class honours, or the equivalent. Masters degree results may be considered to take precedence over the results of the primary degree. A graduation can take place after the commencement of a Scholarship, in some instances.

	 

	(b) I am currently funded on a SFI project. Am I eligible?

	No, a Scholar who is already registered for one of the degrees listed in table 3.2 (of the terms and conditions) and who has completed part of the degree on the basis of being funded by exchequer or non-exchequer funding sources or via a not-for-profit organisation is not eligible to hold a Council Scholarship.  This includes applicants currently funded by SFI.

	(c) I hold a Master's degree but I do not have an undergraduate degree.  Is it possible to submit my application form with the ‘Undergraduate Qualifications’ section left blank?

	Yes. Master's degree results may be considered to take precedence over the results of the primary degree.

	 

	13. How Long Does a Scholarship Last?

	 

	(a) Can you confirm that EPS awardees can only be awarded a scholarship for a maximum of 36 months (with the company paying a third towards costs)?

	Applicants may apply for any of the four degree types under any of the three types of Postgraduate Scholarships in the 2013 call.  

	 

	SUPERVISION AND HOST INSTITUTIONS

	 

	1. Am I Eligible to Supervise?

	 

	(a) As I shall be retiring in September 2013, I wonder if I'm eligible to support a postgraduate application in the coming round of applications?  Although I'll be formally retired, I expect to be still doing a little teaching & supervision for my department.

	This is an institutional matter. If the institution deems you acceptable and able to commit to supervision of research, then you would be able to supervise a Postgraduate Scholar.

	 

	(b) Can a supervisor who has their PhD, but has not yet supervised a student to full completion of a PhD, be a lead supervisor on a student application once a Mentor is in place for the supervisor if successful and student will be working within a large research team?

	The supervisor would normally be the Principal Investigator of the Research Team, or other suitably qualified person.  However, this is an institutional matter. If the institution deems you acceptable and able to commit to supervision of research, then you would be able to supervise a Postgraduate Scholar. 

	 

	2. Can I research in two HEIs, one Irish and one International ?

	 

	(a) I would like to have a supervisor in an Irish Host Institution for the first two years of my PhD study, and to spend the final year of my doctorate at a Canadian Host Institution. Is this acceptable under the grant conditions?

	No. Irish Research Council Scholarships must be held in at a recognised HEI within Ireland and Postgraduate Scholars must reside within a reasonable distance from their HEI and are expected to maintain a presence there.  

	 

	3. How many Applicants can I Support?

	 

	(a) Can I support two applicants to the EPS scheme?

	(b) How many applications can a proposed supervisor submit under the 2013 call?  Can a supervisor go in as lead supervisor on 2 student applications?

	For the 2013/14 call it is possible to support more than one Postgraduate applicant to any one scheme. 

	 

	4. Am I an Eligible Host Institution?

	 

	(a) Is it possible for a Higher Education Institute (for example a University located outside of Ireland) to participate in the Enterprise Partnership Postgraduate Scholarship Scheme instead of a company?

	No, the Enterprise Partner for the purposes of the Enterprise Partnership Scheme must be a non-HEI organisation

	(b) Is Teagasc Food Research Centre an elegible Irish HEI?

	National research institutions such as Teagasc will be eligible to act as an Enterprise Partner or to be affiliated with an eligible Irish HEI as a co-host for Postgradute Scholars but they cannot currently apply as an Irish HEI as per the definition in the Terms and Conditions.

	 

	5. Can I Have Two Supervisors?

	 

	(a) My proposal is interdisciplinary.  I have a supervisor at an eligible HEI who will supervise me and complete the supervisor form.  I also have a second reader at a US University.  Is any documentation required from the second reader?

	(b) Can a Postgraduate Scholar be supervised by two academics from two different Irish HEIs?

	The Council recognises the potential importance of consulting with two academics on the same project as a means of facilitating interdisciplinary research and that is becoming common to have a supervisory panel instead of just one supervisor. However, an applicant can only formally nominate one supervisor to fill in the application form.  Information on the supervisory panel or second supervisor can be covered in the proposed research section, additional supervisors do not have to fill in any form themselves.

	 

	5. Do I need to Identify a Supervisor Prior to Applying?

	 

	(a) I have successfully registered as an Irish Research Council applicant, today and I was informed that I must associate a pre-registered academic supervisor with your application. The problem is that I don’t have academic supervisor at the moment. My program will begin in September this year. Can you tell me that can I solve this problem? 

	All applicants must nominate a supervisor to support the application. The Council does not recommend potential academic supervisors to applicants. It is essential for all applicatns to establish contact with an academic supervisor prior to applying to the competition. It is the sole responsibility of the applicant to inform the proposed academic supervisor of his/her nomination. This should be done in advance of completing the online application process.

	 

	6. Who Qualifies as an Enterprise Partner?

	 

	(a) Is it possible for the Enterprise Partner to be a non-Irish charity institution or non-Irish industrial company?

	Yes

	 

	APPLYING

	 

	1. What Subject Should I Study?

	 

	(a) As the funding for both IRCHSS and IRCSET has been integrated does that mean that multidisciplinary subjects now have a better chance at funding. As psychology is not a purely scientific discipline, we were not previously been eligible to apply through IRCSET. Is it the case that because the Councils are being integrated you will accept funding applications that are also integrated?

	(b) Is there a specific theme for research project proposals?

	(c) I would like to enquire if it possible to apply for the Government of Ireland Postgraduate Scholarhsip for a project on Pedagogic research areas such as assessment, feedback and blended learning? Would these types of projects be allowed?

	The Irish Research Council welcomes applications from all disciplines and encourages interdisciplinary research.  The Irish Research Council will base funding decisions on individual merit and excellence, as well as the overall strength of the project. Due to this, the Council does not allocate specific amounts of money to certain types of degree or subject area.  The Council does not have priority themes or areas of interest. The exception to this is the Department of Foreign Affairs Andrew Grene Postgraduate Scholarship in Conflict Resolution. If an application is interdisciplinary in nature, it is recommended that this should be highlighted in the ‘Proposed Research’ section of the application. 

	 

	2. Can I Apply under a Different System of Grants available with the Irish Research Council?

	 

	(a) I am wondering if it is possible to apply under a different system of grants available with the Irish Research Council (e.g. IRCSET / One of more of the European International Projects)?

	The current call for applications is for the Irish Research Council Postgraduate Scholarships and Postdoctoral Fellowships.  A further call for applications will be open later in the year for Irish Research Council project funding, research network and travel grants and a further EPS and Employment Based Programme scheme.  Applications to European International Projects should be made directly to the relevant managing authority (e.g. Norface, FP7, ERC).  The Irish Research Council can provide information on these opportunities but does not run the call process. Please see www.research.ie for more information. Applicants cannot apply 'under a different system of grants' other than those listed on our website. 

	 

	3. How Many Times Can I Apply?

	 

	(a) I'm under the impression that the limit of two applications has been dropped. Am I right? 

	(b) Does the two strike rule still applies to the applications for a Postgraduate Scholarship. I applied to this scheme in 2010/11 and again in 2012/13, can I apply for this round 2013/14?

	(c) I applied for funding to IRCHSS three times over the past couple of years and I understood that there was a limit on the number of applications per applicant allowed.I was hoping to apply to the Irish Research Council which I understand is now an amalgamation of IRCHSS and IRCSET and perhaps the situation is now different?

	(d) I have applied for the IRCHSS postgraduate funding in April 2012 and was unsuccesful. I subsequently applied for the Irish Research Council Employment Partnership scheme and was unsuccesful. Can you please advise if I am eligible to apply again this year for the Irish Research Council Postgraduate Scholarship.

	An applicant can re-apply once to a particular strand of the Postgraduate Scholarship Scheme.  So for example, if an applicant applied in 2012/13 for the Government of Ireland strand they can apply in 2013/14 but not to any future rounds of this strand. They would be eligible to apply to future rounds of the other strands. Applicants are strongly encouraged, where relevant, to justify how their project has been modified and/or improved since their last submission.

	 

	(e) I applied last year to the IRCHSS scheme for an integrated Master's/Doctorate programme. I have since self-funded for a research Master's, and am applying now as a new candidate for a structured Doctorate. I want to confirm this is considered as a new programme and not a modified application?

	This would classify as a new course. A scholar who is a new entrant to the degree for which they are to receive Council funding is entitled to funding for the full duration of the degree.

	 

	(f) In the 2011 call,  I  submited an application but one of my referees failed to submit their reference. In consequence, my application was rendered ineligible. However, both of my applications from 2011 and 2012 are on the online application system. Am I eligible to apply, given that I have submitted an eligible and ineligible application, but only one was accessed?

	Only eligible applications count towards the two application limit.

	 

	4. Can you advise on Submitting a Bibliography?

	 

	(a) With regard to the Bibliography: Is this contained within the body of the application or is there a facility to upload it as a separate document?

	(b) What sort of citation style (if any) is permitted in the application? 

	(c) Does the Council have a preferred referencing system and is there any place within the application for a bibliography to be attached? 

	(d) With regards to this year's posgraduate scholarship scheme, is a bibliography required?

	An option to upload a bibliography will be made available on the online application system.  There is no specified style required.

	 

	5. Can you Advise on Submitting Supporting Documentation?

	 

	(a) Is a soft or hard copy of academic transcripts required?

	 

	If successful, only hard copies of an applicant's academic transcripts is required.

	 

	6. What is Required of my Referees?

	 

	(a) Do both my referees have to complete the "Scholarship Reference Statement" or just one?

	Both referees need to complete one each.

	 

	(b) Should both my referees be academics, or would a non-academic reference suffice?

	(c) I work in a research institute in Ireland as a research assistant. I would like to use my manager, who is a research professor at the institute, as one of my referees. Does he count as an academic referee?

	(d) For the EPS scheme, do both references need to be from academics or can one be from industry?

	References are a matter for individual aplicants' and while we would advise to use academic referees,  it would be acceptable for a non-academic reference to be used, especially in the Enterprise Partnership Scheme. A Research Professor would normally qualify as an academic referee. 

	 

	(c) Can the proposed supervisor be one of the two referees?

	(d) I have two supervisors for my Ph.D., I can see from the FAQs that a supervisor may also act as a referee; in my case can both of my supervisors act as referees, or will I have to nominate my primary supervisor as one referee and ask another individual to be the second?

	Yes, for the 2013/14 call, the proposed supervisor(s) may also act as referee(s). 

	 

	(e) Last year only one reference was required, but I have since been informed that two may be required this year.  Can you confirm this if possible?

	Yes. Two referrees are to be nominated for the 2013/14 postgraduate scheme. It is the sole responsibility of the applicant to inform the proposed referees of their nomination.  This should be done in advance of completing the online application process.

	 

	(f) I do not know many Irish scholars well enough to ask them for a reference. Can I provide references from my undergraduate and Master’s supervisor from abroad? If this is possible, would you like my supervisor to submit a reference both in English and his native language?

	You can use your Master's supervisor from abroad. As an international assessment process is in place, it is recommended that all documentation is provided in English language (or Irish language) or that a translation is provided.

	 

	(g) The word count for the referees observations on the applicant seems long (1500 words), is it necessary to write a reference that is exactly 1500 words or would a reference of 800 words be acceptable?

	The word counts given in all parts of the application are maximums and are not targets.  It is not necessary to write a reference that is up to the maximum word count. A shorter reference that covers all the relevant points is of course acceptable. 

	 

	(h) In an instance where a proposed supervisor is also acting as a referee, Is it expected that the statement that the supervisor makes on the 'supervisor form' will be the same/or should be the same as the statement he or she makes on the 'referee form'. Or in terms of assessment, would it be better if these sections were original and not copied.

	The Council cannot advise on the content of the application form (or other supporting documentation) and its implications for success in the assessment process. Decisions such as these are left to the discretion of the applicant. 

	 

	(i) I currently have two supervisors. Guide for Applicants states that "in the event of joint academic supervision or a panel of supervisors, the applicant must nominate one academic supervisor to be provided with logon details to access the system during the initial application phase." Does this mean that, in the online application form, registering one supervisor suffices and only this supervisor will have to write the supervisor form?

	Applicants are expected to nominate one primary supervisor. This primary supervisor will be required to provide their supporting statements. A second supervisor would not.

	 

	7. How Should I Submit my Undergraduate Results and Track Record and How will These Impact on my Assessment?

	 

	(a) Do I need to get the averages and ranking in my class for my exam results for all my years as an undergraduate?

	If a candidate has access to information as to their place or rank in their graduating class (e.g. Valedictorian/dux, salutdictorian, etc... or as a percentile score), this information may be relevant to the assessment of their candidature and should be supplied with the application.

	 

	(b) Could you specify what the student track record can be composed of? Is that primarily the QCA (Primary Degree) results or is there a focus on other academic achievements including conference presentations and undergradute scholarships?

	The track record and research potential of the applicant will be judged on academic qualifications, other education, research achievements as per the application form.

	 

	(c) Is an applicant required to hold a first class degree?

	No, applicants are required to hold a first or upper second-class honours primary degree.  Masters degree results may be considered to take precedence over the results of the primary degree.  The Council decision on these matters is final.

	 

	(d) Can you clarify the undergraduate results for students with results expressed in GPA (Grade Point Average) or QCA form? 

	For students with undergraduate results expressed in GPA (“Grade Point Average”) or QCA form, in the Irish university system a first corresponds to a 3.6 or above and an upper second corresponds to a 3.2 or above (but less than a 3.6). For students in the University of Limerick, a first corresponds to a 3.4 or above (with discretion between 3.30 and 3.39) and an upper second corresponds to a 3.0 or above (with discretion between 2.90 and 2.99). For students in the University College Dublin, a first corresponds to a 3.68 or above and an upper second corresponds to a 3.08 to 3.67 inclusive. 

	 

	(e) I completed my undergraduate and Master's studies in Germany. These were marked according to the German grading system. Should I include the German grade (e.g. 1.0) or the Irish equivalent (e.g. "First Class Honours") in my application form? And should I attach a translation of my certs at some point?

	(f) I am an Italian student and I have a query about the Postgraduate Scholarship Scheme; I would like to know if I am eligible even if I do not know my results at the time of the application and what shall I write in the Grade section. Should I explain how does the university system work in Italy?

	Applicants should include their actual grade awarded in their respective country of previous study. Certificates are only required if an applicant is successful.

	 

	(g) I'm currently in my second year of an M. Litt programme and hopefully getting converted onto a PhD programme. My MA results were 1% of a 2:1 and I was wondering whether a form/letter by my department should be included in my application to state that I have high research abilities?

	This information can be either be incorporated into your application or outlined in the reference section.

	 

	(h) I am wondering what I should enter for the grades section, as I am currently undertaking my graduate studies and do not have my final grade as my graduation is not until September. Will I enter my current grade or leave the section blank?

	Please include your expected grades. The Council may make a provisional offer of a Scholarship on condition that the Scholar's undergraduate degree result is a first- or second-class honours, or the equivalent. Master's degree results may be considered to take precedence over the results of the primary degree.

	 

	(i) I have two undergraduate degrees one is directly relevant to my application (BA in History and Political Science) the other, an earlier qualification, is less relevant (BSc in Chemistry), can I list the BSc under 'Other Education'?

	Yes, please list one of your undergraduate degrees under 'Other Education'.

	 

	(j) I have a query regarding eligibility for the above award. I got a 2:1 in my honours primary degree and also a 2:2 in a Postgraduate Diploma in Education. The subject of my PhD is completely unrelated to the my Postgraduate Diploma in Education, but is in one of my subjects which I studies for my primary degree. Which grade will be considered for application purposes, my primary degree grade or my Postgraduate Diploma in Education?

	Normally, Master's degree results may be considered to take precedence over the results of the primary degree. However, space is provided in the application form for you to justify your subject choice and, if relevant, to refer back to your primary degree when outlining your reasons for choosing your proposed research.

	 

	(k) My undergraduate transcripts (from a Japanese university) report only the grades of each module and not a total grade in the degree.Should I calculate some form of a total grade, such as GPA? I can calculate a Canadian GPA from the grades of each module by using McGill University's international degree equivalency form 

	If you can provide us with a Canadian GPA then that should be sufficient.

	 

	8. Does the Council offer Funding for both Research and Taught programmes?

	 

	(a) Is a Scholarship intended only for those who wish to do a research programme or can a person who hopes to do a taught programme apply also for the Scholarship?

	Only applicants wanting to do a Research programme can apply for Scholarship funding. 

	 

	9. Can I apply Simultaneously for the Postgraduate Scholarship and the Employment-based Programme?

	 

	(a) I am in a position to apply for both the IRC Postgraduate Scholarship and the Employment Partnership funding. Can you please advise if I can apply for both. 

	No. Applicants are only eligible to submit one Postgraduate Scholarship application across all of our postgraduate funding options relating to this call.

	 

	10. Can you Advise on the Gender Dimension Statement?

	 

	(a) With regard to the gender dimension statement, is it acceptable to address the gender dimension in the gender dimension statement exclusively, or should it be considered throughout each of the sections in the application? 

	(b)Is the gender statement intended primarily for field work and biological research? If my work is historically focused, do I need to fill in  the separate section on gender dimensions (section 9)  in my application although gender-related theories and aspects are clearly evident in my proposal (section 4).

	(c) In relation to the gender dimension statement, is an applicant expected to  discuss  how we are dealing with the gender aspect of our research or is it intended as a check list confirming that the gender dimension is discussed in previous sections?

	All applicants must complete the gender dimension statement regardless of subject area.  Applicants are not obliged to write a research proposal that is solely,  primarily or partially  focused on gender issues. However, it is recommend that applicants demonstrate in the gender dimension statement that they have considered the gendered dimensions of their proposed research or, if relevant, to explain why gender does not need to be considered in their research.

	 

	11. Can you Advise on Completing the Financial Section?

	 

	(a) In filling in the application form for the IRC postgraduate scheme, costs must be submitted - does the €2250 apply to conferences and hardware and software for year 1 or is the 2250 an extra for year 1 to buy hardware and software?

	Up to a maximum of €2,250 is available per annum for eligible direct research expenses, this must be fully justified.    For year one only, software and hardware critical for the research may be included in these costs.

	 

	12. Can you Advise on Submitting Abstracts?

	 

	(a) I am a current PhD student and am wondering whether I have to write two abstracts of my thesis for the application: One 500 word abstract to be completed by students already registered for a doctoral programme and a 200 word abstract for the proposed research section. If so should the 200 word abstract be solely concerned with the research still to do or is some overlap between the abstracts acceptable?

	The 500 word abstract should detail the overall aims of your doctoral research (e.g. Key research questions, etc...). The abstract relating to proposed research offers applicants an opportunity to detail what they will be researching in the event that they are awarded a Scholarship. The Council is not in a position to offer detailed individual advice on the content of application forms. The extent to which abstracts may overlap will vary depending on the nature of the research project.

	 

	13. How Does My Registration Date Affect How I Complete the Online Application Form?

	 

	(a) In the section Postgraduate Qualifications (Doctoral Degree), the instruction is to only complete this section if I have already registered for a Doctoral Degree programme at the time of my application. I have been officially offered a place on the PhD programme and have accepted it, however, the programme does not start until September 2013. Do I need to fill in this section of the application form?

	An applicant who is expecting to register in September/October 2013 will not be required to fill in the Postgraduate Qualifications (Doctoral Degree) section.

	 

	(b) The Proposed Research section asks whether I have commenced the course of research for which I am applying. My PhD programme does not commence until September 2013, however, as part of the research project I am currently engaged in at my current place of employment, I have over the past 6 months conducted research relevant to my proposed research, attended relevant seminars, and obtained access to the dataset required for my proposed research. Should I answer 'yes' to this question and provide details of my progress, or does this question relate solely to progress a candidate would have made during the PhD programme?

	An applicant who is expecting to register in September 2013 will not be required to fill in the Postgraduate Qualifications (Doctoral Degree) section. However, an applicant may wish to use an alternative section of the online application form to detail relevant research already undertaken if (s)he considers it beneficial to his/her application.

	 

	14. How many postgraduate degrees can I input into the online application system?

	 

	(a) I have done more then one postgraduate course (a taught masters and currently undergoing a M.Litt). The SmartSimple Application System will only allow me to put in details of one postgraduate course. Is there a way I can add the extra course? My Other Education section is already at its limit.

	The personal statement section also allows you to highlight additional information that has not been provided elsewhere in the application.

	 

	MANAGING AN AWARD

	 

	1. Can I Hold Other Employment if my Application was Successful?

	 

	(a) If I was successful with my application and was granted funding, would I be able to keep my current part-time job of two hours on a Tuesday evening?

	Successful Scholars are expected to commit to their research and not undertake other work without the prior permission of the Irish Research Council. Cases are dealt with on an individual basis.

	 

	2. What Other Awards Can I Hold if my Application was Successful?

	 

	(a) Your terms and conditions state that an Irish Research Council Postgraduate Scholarship can be held in conjunction with other externally funded travel bursaries, equipment grants or awards. Does this mean any type of award including those providing living allowance?

	The terms and conditions (clause 6.18) state the types of funding, and amounts, that can be held alongside an Irish Research Council Postgraduate Scholarship award.

	 

	3. How would being a Scholar in Receipt of a HEI-funded Bursary or Scholarship affect my Application?

	(a) I have read through the terms and conditions and am still slightly confused as it says you must be self- funded to be eligible (not receiving exchequer or not-for-profit organisation funding) but there also seems to be an exception to this if you are a “Scholars in receipt of a HEI-funded bursary/scholarship” Is a potential applicant who is currently on a research masters and intends to transfer to a PhD eligible to apply for PhD funding"?    

	(b) The terms and conditions state that applicants are unable to apply for funding if they are exchequer or non-exchequer funded. I am currently registered as a masters student and wish to apply for Fellowship 2. I am partly funded by my college and receive a very small sum of money towards fees. The money is not enough to support me on a week to week basis and so I still support myself in order to cover my accommodation travel costs etc. If I were to receive alternative funding the money from the college would be discontinued?

	(c) Are students in receipt of Higher Education grants as administered by local authorities eligible for a Council Scholarship?

	For the purposes of a Master's student transferring to a PhD, we would consider you to be registered for one of the degrees as listed in Table 3.2 (terms and conditions) and to have completed part of the Degree. Scholars funded by exchequer or non-exchequer funding sources or via a not-for-profit organisation are not eligible to hold a Council Scholarship. You could apply to the Irish Research Council for part-PhD funding if you are either self-funded, on strand 1 of TSR, or holding a HEI bursary or HEI scholarship. 

	 

	(d) I am have been enrolled as a part-time PhD student since October 2010 and work in an Irish HEI. The HEI waives the fees as part of institutional support for staff members undertaking further education. Am I eligible to apply for Year Four funding if I was intending to take special leave from my post in order to complete a PhD on a full-time basis?

	If you are a permanent member of staff in an Irish HEI then you are not eligible to apply for a Council Postgraduate Scholarship.

	 

	(e) I am already (since Sept 2012) registered on the PhD course for which I wish to apply for the Irish Research Council Postgraduate Scholarship scheme. I am in receipt of a student grant which pays my tuition fees.  I would just like to know if this grant renders me ineligible for Irish Research Council Funding?

	Applicants that have had their fees paid are eligible to apply, and providing that they meet all of the other eligibility criteria, to hold a Council Scholarship.  As per the Terms and Conditions, Scholars who have their fees paid in full or in part by a third party, must inform the Council and the appropriate offices in their HEI and will not be eligible for the fee portion of the Scholarship.  If you have already completed part of the degree for which you are to receive part-funding for you must be either self-funded, on a HEI bursary or HEI scholarship or in the IoT sector on a Strand 1 award.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	(e) I registered for a four year structured PhD program at my host institution in September 2010, and obtained IRCHSS funding that was to cover the first three years (2010-2013) of my four year course (2010-2014). I was wondering if, now that the new scheme (2013/14) is set to cover successful applicants embarking on structured PhD programs for four years, has there been any discussion of extending the scholarship for existing IRC scholars undertaking structured PhDs and in the third year of their research, or, would it be possible to apply for an extension?

	No, only applicants that are self-funded, or HEI bursary or HEI scholarship or are in receipt of a Strand 1 TSR funding are eligible to apply for part-funding for a degree that they are already registered for and have completed part of.  Irish Research Council awardees are not eligible to apply for part-funding in this regard.

	 

	(f) I am currently registered as a PhD student and am in receipt of an institutional studentship. The studentship is related to a project that I am working on in tandem with my PhD work. I am interested in applying for alternative funding in order to facilitate working exclusively on my PhD work and if successful with the IRC application, would give up my current funding.

	Applicants that are self-funded, or HEI bursary or HEI scholarship or are in receipt of a Strand 1 TSR funding are eligible to apply for part-funding for a degree that they are already registered for and have completed part of.  If your institutional studentship falls into this category you may be eligible.

	 

	4. How Should I Spend my Stipend?

	 

	(a) Is the €16,000 stipend for my personal use, for whatever need I have while I do my research at the HEI (e.g.: food, a place to live - campus or rent), or it is meant also as a remuneration for me? Are there any constraints on what I can spend the money?

	The stipend is for the applicant and it is up to the applicant to determine how to spend it.

	 

	5. Can I Take Maternity Leave?

	 

	(a) I am currently pregnant and am planning on submitting an application to the Postgraduate Scholarship scheme. What is the Irish Research Council's policy on maternity leave?

	Scholarships may not be deferred, other than for eligible career breaks, of which maternity leave is one.  It is possible to 'pause' your scholarship for a maternity leave period and to resume the Scholarship upon return. This should be arranged in advance with the Irish Research Council.

	 

	6. Can I Spend Time Away From My Institution?

	 

	(a) If I receive a Scholarship, I will be registering through Dublin City University and my supervisor will be a Professor at the university. However, some work may require me to travel to the University of Rochester, as my supervisor is associated with this university.

	Applicants should fully outline their plans to spend significant periods of time (over four weeks) away from their institution in their application and justify why this is necessary for the proposed research or career development. If successful, awardees must contact the Council detailing any periods of time lasting four weeks or longer as this will need to be approved.
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