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Project Overview

• Training for any African diplomats globally

• Focused on periods of decolonisation, from 1957

• External provision rather than states training 

their own diplomats

• University courses mostly, albeit with strong 

links to state and international institutions

• Bilingual: English and French

• Diverse archives (state, university, private)

• Oral histories with former trainers and trainees



Recombinant Historical Geography?

• 32 archival collections, 4 
continents

• Some digitised collections, most 
fully manual and some 

uncatalogued

• Fragments of information from 
across periods, places, 

collections and contexts 

Cameroon Ministry of Foreign Affairs Archive



International Networking



Data for Distant Reading

• Whose biography?

• Lists across archives

• Visual prosopography

• Large scale patterns



https://diplotraining.sites.er.kcl.ac.uk/


A screenshot of a computer screen

Description automatically generated

https://diplotraining.sites.er.kcl.ac.uk/training-networks/


William Brandful

“maybe something personal, some 

acculturation, some opportunity to meet 

new people. And as you travelled along, 

you were able to keep in touch with 

these other nationals in their 

respective career progression and that 

kind of thing, but as a tool for your 

personal progress, I don't think an 

emphasis was placed on that.”



Open Questions / Impacts

• What other international 
networks and archives might 
benefit from this kind of 
approach?

• To what extent can we 
effectively use quantitative 
methods to guide or inform 
critical ‘close reading’?

• Communities of practice
• International Forum on 
Diplomatic Training

• New Diplomatic Histories 
Network



jonathan.harris@dcu.ie

www.diplotraining.org
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