Dear all,

We welcome you to the nineth newsletter of the International Research
Network on Equity in Youth Education and Training - IRNEYET network. Our
network is open for both policy makers and academics who are interested in
research on the nature, consequences, causes, and solutions to disparities in
youth education and training opportunities and outcomes across countries and
education systems. In this newsletter, we give you an update on all recently
published papers of members of the IRNEYET network. We also will put every
newsletter one researcher in the spotlight.

We would like to invite you to send new publications, toolkits, conferences,
etc. to be included in the upcoming newsletters to Lore Van Praag
(Lore.VanPraag@UAntwerpen.be), with material specifically on VET
(Vocational Education and Training) to Irene Psifidou, Cedefop, European

Centre for the Development of Vocational Training, Thessaloniki, Greece:
rena.psifidou@cedefop.europa.eu. Please invite new interested members
working in this field of study to join the IRNEYET-network.

For more information about this network, have a look at our website: https://www.dcu.ie/edc/International-

Research-Network-Equity-Youth-Education-and-Training.shtml

A warm welcome from the IRNEYET hosts,

Paul Downes, Educational Disadvantage Centre, Institute of Education, Dublin City University

Stephen Lamb, Center for International Research on Education Systems (CIRES), Victoria University, Australia

Lore Van Praag, Center for Migration and Intercultural Studies (CeMIS) of the University of Antwerp

Russell W. Rumberger, California Dropout Research Project (CDRP), University of California

Guofang Li, Transnational/Global Perspectives of Language and Literacy Education of Children and Youth,

University of British Columbia
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SPOTLIGHT RESEARCHER: PROFESSOR SILVIA CARRASCO PONS

Prof. dr. Silvia Carrasco Pons is a Professor of Social

Anthropology at UAB, founder of EMIGRA Research group
and the Centre for Research on Migrations in 2009 (UAB-
UB), gathering scholars in Sociology, Law, Education and
Anthropology. After graduation she obtained a Diploma
on Language, Culture and Education in Cambridge
University, and her PhD in 1991, specializing in
anthropology of education in the University of California
with Profs. M. Gibson and J. Ogbu. Since the mid-nineties
her work focuses on school experiences and trajectories
of migrant and working-class students and related public
policies. She has been involved in several international
projects funded by the US NSF-Social Science Research
Council (The Children of Immigrants in Schools in the US
and EU, Pl Prof. R. Alba), the UK ESRC (Multilingual
Europe: Diversity and Learning, Pls Profs. E. Gregory and
Ch. Kenner) and the EU Commission (Reducing Early
School Leaving in Europe, PI Prof. Ch. Timmerman,
CEMIS-UAntwerpen), and Pl of Spanish National R+D Plan
and Catalan Research Agency funded projects. She has
significantly contributed to the creation and
internationalization of Spanish research on education and
migration with more than 100 Masters’ thesis supervised
and 28 PhDs as well as through activities such as ESF

Exploratory Workshops and the organisation of
multilingual Ethnography and Education conferences in Spain (2004 and 2017) and the Spanish conferences on
Migrations since 1998. With a strong commitment to applied social research, she has systematically collaborated
with the public administration in Catalonia as policy-advisor in research-based social interventions, and with
NGOs such as Save the Children, UNICEF and InteRED.

She often acts as consultant for national and international organizations as a member of the European Science
Foundation Pool of Expert Reviewers. In 2018 she joined ACT.NOW DESC Network (Diversity, Education and
Social Cohesion) that gathered academics, NGOs and professionals working on education and social rights of
refugee and migrant children and youth in the MENAT region (Middle East, Northern Africa, Turkey) and in the
European receiving countries. She teaches Anthropology applied to Public Policy and coordinates the Research
Methods Seminar in two masters (International Migration; Advanced Research and Social Intervention in
Anthropology). She has a long trajectory in public service in college, e.g., as Vice-Chancellor of Students’ Affairs
and Cooperation at UAB, responsible for gender equality policy (2012-2015) and currently coordinates de
Doctoral Program in Anthropology. Since 2012 she is working on early school leaving and social integration of
working-class minority and migrant children in Spain from an intersectional and policy approach.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Measuring and monitoring early leaving from initial VET and the effects of Covid-19: Cedefop-ReferNet new
survey

Despite important progress in reducing early leaving from VET, long-term trends show deterioration of basic
skills performance in Europe and worrying signals about well-being of learners and teachers. The Covid-19 crisis
has made these challenges more evident and urgent. Cedefop’s team VET for youth — Teachers and trainers aims
to collect new evidence from Cedefop’s network ReferNet on four main aspects:



1. Whether countries collect specific data on early leaving from VET to inform policy making and
the characteristics of such data

2. The national /regional /institutional initiatives and mechanisms to detect early learners at risk
and monitor early leaving

3. The main factors leading to early leaving from VET
4. The effects of Covid-19 on dropout rates in initial VET

Findings of this survey expected at the end of 2022 will feed into Cedefop’s project on Tackling early leaving
from VET and will support MS and the Commission to the implementation of the Commission proposal for a
Council recommendation on Pathways to School Success. Project manager in charge: Dr. Irene Psifidou, Cedefop
Expert, Coordinator of VET for youth — Teachers and Trainers team

CONFERENCE

International Conference on Transformative Education (ICTE) for Global Citizenship and Sustainable
Development 2022

The #ICTE2022 is organized by the Global Citizenship Foundation between May 18-20, 2022 via an experiential
virtual event platform to advance United Nations' SDG 4 and SDG Target 4.7. With three conference tracks, ICTE
is expected to host over 1,000 policymakers, K-12 educators, youth representatives, heads of schools,
researchers and academics, and civil society organizations in formal and non-formal education from over 30
countries. The broadcast will be streamed to 50,000 education stakeholders.
https://www.globalcitizenshipfoundation.org/event/icte-2022

NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM IRNEYET MEMBERS
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