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part of your offer pack) and a confirmation letter of attendance from DCU (this can be provided by 
the International Office in DCU).  

Bureaucracy, Integration, Communication, etc 
Overseas authorities may follow different or more strict bureaucratic procedures which can be 
frustrating because they are different. Go prepared with photocopies of all necessary documents 
(useful documents include your Passport, birth certificate, student ID, USIT card and driving licence) 
and a generous supply of passport-sized photographs.  

Should you encounter any administrative problems while abroad, please contact the International 
Office at DCU or Student Support & Development directly student.support@dcu.ie. Do not delay as 
the sooner we are aware of a problem the better our chances of dealing with it effectively. 

It is important to integrate as quickly as possible into university life at your host university. If you 
stay with other Irish students your language skills will not improve and you will not reap the true 
benefits of immersion in another culture. Join as many clubs and societies as you can and make as 
many new friends as possible. 

You are a registered DCU student for the duration of your period abroad and as a representative of 
DCU you are obliged to abide by the University’s Code of Conduct. You are also a registered student 
of your host institution and bound also by its rules and regulations. 

Your experience abroad should be beneficial to you personally, professionally, and academically. If 
you encounter anything which prevents you from completing your work, if you feel you are being 
isolated as an international student, or if you feel you are not benefiting from your period abroad, 
PLEASE contact your academic exchange coordinators at the host institution and at DCU. 

Students who are thinking about study abroad in the future would benefit from your experience. 
Consider becoming an International Student Ambassador on your return and get paid for passing on 
what you have learned. 

Please call home on arrival - someone may be worried until they receive confirmation that you have 
arrived safely. Be sure also to keep in touch throughout the year. To telephone Ireland while 
abroad, dial the international access code of the host country, +353 + the area code (less the `0') + 
local number. 
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