
We are delighted to invite you to an upcoming seminar as part of the School of Physics 
Seminar Series: 

Date: Tuesday, 1st April. And no, it’s not a joke, this exciting seminar really does take 
place on April 1st! 

Time: 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

Room: N201 (N. Marconi Building) 

Title: The 2D Heat Equation 

 

Abstract: 

The 2D heat equation describes how the temperature on a plate changes over time. It’s 
not too hard to find solutions using Fourier’s trick, but linking it to more fundamental 
physics and mathematics is not obvious to many students. In this talk I will describe 
research on students’ reasoning as they try and make sense of temperature 
distributions on conducting plates. 

 

Dr. Paul van Kampen is an Associate Professor at the university and many of you will 
already be familiar with his work. 


