
 

 
 
Mature Students Support  - Access Service 
Preparing for a Mature Entry Route Interview 
 
Many DCU Programmes will invite mature applicants for an interview. It is important that you 
are available for this interview, which usually takes place mid-April.  

1.​ Before the interview, research the course. Is this the right course for me, and why? 
Read the course information listed on the DCU Prospectus online and ask the course 
contact to send you the module information. 

2.​ Reach out to the course contact to ask which areas and questions may be covered 
during the interview. 

3.​ Know the programme and speak confidently about it. Is there an INTRA placement, 
or a teaching placement? Can you do an Erasmus?   

4.​ Understand the entry requirements and expect questions about them. Although 
mature applicants do not necessarily need to meet standard course entry 
requirements, interviewers may wish to evaluate or assess the applicant's 
knowledge, for example, their competency in Maths, a Science subject, a language 
(French/German/Spanish) or Irish/English). Make sure you research these in 
advance using the University prospectus page for each programme where you can 
find information on how to apply as a mature applicant. Be able to talk about your 
competencies, prior learning, and work experience. 

5.​ Bring relevant material. The interview provides the opportunity to discuss your 
interests and any relevant experience or learning prior to application. You may be 
asked to talk about any relevant literature that you have read to show an 
understanding of the subject area. 

6.​ Practice your answers aloud. Practice a “mock interview” with friends or family to 
ensure you are fully prepared and confident you will do well. 

7.​ Plan some questions to ask at the end of the interview. You want to make sure this is 
the right course and institution for you. Relevant questions will also demonstrate your 
interest and research in the area. 

8.​ Chat to students studying the course on DCU’s Unibuddy 
9.​ DCU’s Admissions Office will contact you with the outcome of your application. 

Official offers are issued through the CAO in July. 
 
Queries: 
Please contact DCU’s Admissions office: ugadmissions@dcu.ie if you have any queries 
regarding the interview.  
Please contact the Mature Students Support, Access Service for support:  
Email: maturestudents@dcu.ie  
Website: https://www.dcu.ie/mature-students 
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