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The theme for the sixty-sixth London International Youth Science Forum 
was ‘’Stand Up for Science’’; this was a value I became very familiar with, 
in the two weeks I spent at the forum. I was one of four hundred and 
twenty students in attendance, coming from ninety-two countries. A 
number that was only put into perspective during the opening ceremony, 
which I had the privilege of being a part of. As one of three Irish people 
attending the forum, I was chosen to fly the flag of Ireland. The opening 
ceremony was officially started by a speech from Princess Anne, and was 
then followed by a presentation by the Nobel Laureate of Chemistry 2021 
David MacMillan. I even got to meet MacMillan at the reception afterwards 
and have a conversation with him. The opening ceremony was a perfect 
introduction to the two weeks that lay ahead of us. 
 
The principal lectures were the only times where the entire student body 
were all together. They were the perfect opportunity to learn about entirely 
different aspects of STEM that I had never thought to look at before; they 
ranged from topics like vaccinology to generative AI to Jupiter’s moons. 
My favourite lecture was one given by Dr. Andrew Sydlo on the Historical 
Highlights of Chemistry; he mixed the theoretical aspects of chemistry’s 
history with the practical aspects by conducting experiments as he gave 
his presentation. It was a new and definitely innovative way to present and 
hold everyone’s attention throughout. 
 
As well as the principal lectures, we also attended specialist lectures 
where we had a choice in which lectures we attended. These were 
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incredibly helpful in learning about specified routes of scientific research 
that could be useful further down the road. I am studying pharmaceutical 
chemistry, so my specialist lectures focused on different forms of 
developing medicine. It widened my view of pharmacology and gave me a 
great idea of what sector I want to go into. We also got to go on a series of 
trips around the country visiting different institutions; this was also on a 
chosen basis. I attended the London Metropolitan Science Centre, the 
School of Chemistry at the University of Nottingham, the Cambridge 
Biomedical Research Centre, and the Natural History Museum. 
 
The forum wasn’t only focused on science though; it also put an emphasis 
on appreciating different cultures and customs. Throughout the two weeks 
there was a cabaret and night of traditions, where people had the  
opportunity to show off performances from their native countries. We met 
so many people from all over the world and have made connections with 
so many; we took part in bonding activities, such as table quizzes, games 
nights, and sports day. 
 
LIYSF was an amazing experience that I would recommend to anyone. It 
was an incredible two weeks, and through it I’ve made friends for life. 
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