Symposium on Agency and Systems in Developmental and Educational
Psychology: Keynote Presentations Professor Erica Burman, Professor Jonathan
Tudge

The Symposium is being organised by DCU Educational Disadvantage Centre & School
of Human Development, in conjunction with the Centre for the Developing Person &
School of Psychology, TCD.

Venue: E214 the Ann Louise Gilligan Lecture theatre, St. Patrick's Campus Drumcondra
DCU,
Date/Time: February 19th 2026 4-6.30pm, with tea/coffee from 3.30pm.



Keynote Speakers

Professor Erica Burman is Professor of Education at the University of Manchester

Erica Burman is Professor of Education at the University of Manchester
(erica.burman@manchester.ac.uk), Associate Fellow of the British Psychological
Society, and a United Kingdom Council of Psychotherapists registered Group Analyst.
She is author of Child as method: othering, interiority and materialism (Routledge,
2024), Developments: child, image, nation (Routledge, 2020, 2"? edition), Fanon,
education, action: child as method (Routledge, 2019), and Deconstructing
Developmental Psychology (Routledge, 3rd edition, 2017, 4" edition in preparation),
with translations of these books into Japanese, Portuguese and Spanish. She is a
United Kingdom Council of Psychotherapists registered Group Analyst (and full
member of the Institute of Group Analysis). A past Chair of the Psychology of Women
(now Psychology of Women and Equalities) Section of the British Psychological
Society, in 2016 she was awarded an Honorary Lifetime Fellowship of the British
Psychological Society in recognition of her contribution to Psychology, and in 2024 the
Psychology of Women and Equalities Marcia Worrell Mentoring Award. Erica's research
has focused on critical developmental and educational psychology, feminist and
postcolonial theory, childhood studies, and on critical mental health practice
(particularly around gender, cultural and decolonial issues). Her recent work addresses
the connections between emotions, mental health and (social as well as individual)
change, in particular as anchored by representations of, and appeals to, childhood. She
sees debates about children and childhood as central to current theories and practices
around decolonisation, as indicated by her current work elaborating what she calls
‘Child as method’.
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Professor Jonathan Tudge, Emeritus Professor of Human Development and Family
Studies, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, USA
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Jonathan Tudge was educated in the UK, with a BA in History from Lancaster and an
MPhil in Sociology from Oxford. He trained as an infant school teacher, and worked as a
teacher for five years in London and two years in Moscow, before moving to the United
States to gain his PhD from the Department of Human Development at Cornell. He
joined the Department of Human Development and Family Studies at the University of
North Carolina at Greensboro in 1988, and retired in 2019 as Professor Emeritus. He is
the author of several books, including Everyday Lives of Young Children: Culture, Class,
and Child Rearing in Diverse Societies (2008), Developing Gratitude in Children and
Adolescents (2018), and Understanding and Teaching Bronfenbrenner’s Bioecological
Theory (2026).



Panelists in Response to Keynote Presentations

Professor Sheila Greene, Professor and Fellow Emerita at Trinity College Dublin,
School of Psychology

Sheila Greene is a Professor and Fellow Emerita at Trinity College Dublin. She is a
qualified clinical psychologist but has spent most of her working life as an academic and
researcher specialising in developmental psychology. She helped to establish and
directed postgraduate courses in clinical and counselling psychology and co-founded
the Centre for Gender and Women’s Studies and the Children’s Research Centre in
TCD. She was one of the authors of the design brief for the national longitudinal study
of children, Growing Up in Ireland, and was its Co-Director from 2006-11. Her
publications include ‘The psychological development of girls and women’(Routledge,
2003/2015), ‘Researching children’s experience’ (Greene and Hogan, Sage, 2005), ‘Key
thinkers in childhood studies’ (Smith and Greene, Policy Press, 2014), and ‘Children as
agents in their worlds’ (Greene and Nixon, Routledge, 2020), plus journal articles and
commissioned reports. She was the Pl on * A study of intercountry adoption in Ireland’,
published in 2007, and currently serves on the Board of the Adoption Authority of
Ireland.



Professor Paul Downes, Professor of Psychology of Education, Director DCU
Educational Disadvantage Centre, DCU Institute of Education

Paul Downes is Professor of Psychology of Education, Director of the Educational
Disadvantage Centre, Institute of Education, Dublin City University, Ireland and Affiliate
Professor, University of Malta, Centre for Resilience & Socio-Emotional Health. With
over 125 publications of books/research monographs, research articles in international
peer reviewed journals and book chapters in areas of education, psychology,
philosophy, law, anthropology and social policy, Professor Downes has given keynote
lectures and invited presentations in 31 countries. A Foundation P&V award winner for
his article on concentric and diametric spatial systems at local community levels, his
book, Reconstructing Agency in Developmental and Educational Psychology: Inclusive
Systems as Concentric Space (Routledge 2020) was nominated for the American
Psychological Association’s (APA) William James Book Award. He is lead editor of The
Routledge International Handbook of Equity and Inclusion in Education 2024.and
appointed as Member, OECD Expert Group on Education and Inclusive Societies 2025-
.He has been involved in various expert advisory roles for the European Commission,
including for its Pathways to School Success 2022 Proposal for a Council
Recommendation.



Dr. Elizabeth Nixon, Associate Professor at the School of Psychology, Trinity College
Dublin, Director, Centre for the Developing Person, TCD

Elizabeth Nixon is an Associate Professor at the School of Psychology, Trinity College
Dublin, specializing in developmental psychology. She is a Co-Director of the Infant and
Child Research Lab, where she conducts observational research on parent-child
interaction, with a special focus upon fathers and co-parenting. She has just taken up
the role of Director of a newly established research centre, the Centre for the
Developing Person, at TCD. She has published over 100 peer reviewed articles and
book chapters. Her previous research has focused on parenting among immigrant
parents, refugee youth, international adoption, and stigma and youth mental health. For
over ten years, she served on the management team of Growing up in Ireland, the
national longitudinal study of children and youth, and has produced several government
commissioned reports on parenting and family, based on the data.



Chair of Panel and Audience Discussion

Dr. Marie Flynn, Head of School of Human Development, DCU Institute of Education,
Associate Professor of Sociology of Education

Dr Marie Flynn is Associate Professor (Sociology) at the Institute of Education,
Dublin City University. Her research interests and publications are mainly in families
and schooling, intelligences and inequalities in education, children’s privacy, and

Traveller education. She is currently Head of the School of Human Development at

DCU IoE.



The keynote presentations are responding to two books on Agency and Systems in
Developmental Psychology:
- Reconstructing agency in developmental and educational psychology:Inclusive Systems
as Concentric Space. (Routledge 2020), by Professor Paul Downes
https://www.routledge.com/Reconstructing-Agency-in-Developmental-and-Educational-

Psychology-Inclusive-Systems-as-Concentric-Space/Downes/p/book/9781032089751
and

- Children as agents in their worlds: A psychological-relational perspective.Routledge (2020)
by Professor Sheila Greene and Dr. Elizabeth Nixon
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315625911
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