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Before completing this questionnaire, applicants should please note the following: 

● It is strongly advised to speak with the leader of the Area of Professional Focus (APF) you 

are applying for, Programme Chair, or Deputy Chair of the programme: 

○ AI and Emerging Technologies in Education: Dr Enda Donlon 

(enda.donlon@dcu.ie,) 

○ Education for Sustainable Futures: Prof Audrey Bryan (audrey.bryan@dcu.ie,) 

○ Inclusive and Special Education: Dr Aoife Brennan (aoife.brennan@dcu.ie,) 

○ Professional Learning and Teacher Education and Programme Chair: Dr Alan 

Gorman (alan.gorman@dcu.ie) 

○ Deputy Programme Chair: Dr Nicola Broderick (nicola.broderick@dcu.ie) 

● All items on this Questionnaire must be completed. 

● Applicants may be called for an interview as part of the application review process. This 

interview will explore their suitability for a place on the programme and will be organised by 

the leader of the APF. 

● General information for prospective DCU Doctor of Education students can be found at the 

following web page: https://www.dcu.ie/courses/postgraduate/institute-education/doctor-

education    

SECTION A. Professional Background and Focus 

1. Applicant Name:  
 
 

2. Area of Professional Focus:  
 
 

3. Reason for your choice of 
Area of Professional Focus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Details of relevant 
Professional Experience 
related to your chosen Area of 
Professional Focus: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION B. Research Training and Experience 

mailto:enda.donlon@dcu.ie
mailto:audrey.bryan@dcu.ie
mailto:aoife.brennan@dcu.ie
mailto:alan.gorman@dcu.ie
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https://www.dcu.ie/courses/postgraduate/institute-education/doctor-education
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https://www.dcu.ie/courses/postgraduate/institute-education/doctor-education
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1. Details of Research Training:  
 

e.g. 35 hour module on 
qualitative and quantitative 
approaches and methods at 
level 9 for M.Ed or MSc. Thesis 

 
 

2. Details of research conducted 
to date:  

 
e.g. a qualitative study on the 
impact of professional learning 
on teachers’ attitudes, beliefs, 
and practices related to inclusion 
as part of M.Ed thesis. 

 
 
 

SECTION C. Research Proposal  (max. 1500 words excluding questions 5 and 6) 

1. Title:  
 

2. Brief description of the 
proposed research area: 

 
Include any relevant 
professional experience or 
position held. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Issue/question to be explored: 
 

Include rationale for your choice, 
and potential benefits that might 
accrue from it. You may want to 
draw on prior research of your 
own and the literature /policy 
context which has informed your 
thinking about this issue. 
 

 

4. Proposed Research 
Methodology: 

4.1. Research approach (e.g. case study, action research) 

 
 
 
 
 

4.2. Research methods (e.g. surveys, interviews) 

 
 
 
 
 

4.3. Participants/sample 

 
 
 
 
 

4.4. Location/context 
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4.5. Ethical implications (e.g. consent, confidentiality) 

 
 
 
 
 

5. Preliminary Bibliography:  
 
 
 
 

6. Is your study linked to your 
work place? If yes, do you 
have permission to conduct 
the study? 

 
If not, you will need to obtain it 
before commencing the 
research phase of the 
programme. 

● Yes 
● No 

SECTION D. Declaration 

I certify that the information provided in this document is accurate and complete to the best of my 
knowledge. Please upload the completed and signed questionnaire form to your application on the Student 
Application Portal under the supplemental item to 'Professional Doctorate Additional Questions'. 

 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
Applicant Signature 

 
 
______________________ 
 
Date 


