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Coimisiún na Meán climate series
Date Topic Host

Sept 30 The Basics of Climate Science for 
Journalists

Dr. Darren Clarke

Oct 7 The Role of Communications and Media 
in Societal Change

Dr. Declan Fahy

Oct 14 The Role of the Media in the Climate 
Crisis

Dr. Dave Robbins

Oct 21 UN, EU, and National Climate Policy 
Explained for Journalists

Dr. Darren Clarke

Oct 28 How to Cover Corporate 
Sustainability

Dr. Aideen O’Dochartaigh

Nov 4 The Role of Storytelling and 
Solutions-Oriented Journalism

Prof. Pat Brereton

Register here for upcoming sessions

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/climate-change-media-masterclass-series-tickets-1693200210409


Workshop outline
1. Why climate policy coverage is different

2. How to decode climate policy – checklist

3. EU policy

4. Case study: Ireland’s Climate Action Plan

5. Covering UN Conference of the Parties (COPs): Beyond announcement moments

6. Example: Loss and Damage Fund (COP case study)

7. Reading between the lines: Policy language

8. Where broadcast journalism can intervene

9. Tools and data sources

10. Checklist for policy announcement / follow-up

11. Q&A with Kevin O’Sullivan (Irish Times Environment correspondent)



Why climate policy coverage is different

• Climate policy ≠ normal political reporting

• Targets can be aspirational, have a long 
lead time and might not be operational or 
implemented within political cycles

• Jargon can hide who is responsible and 
when

• Real story is not the announcement - it’s the 
delivery gap Image: Climate Action Plan Progress 2025

Source: Government of Ireland (2025)



How to decode climate policy - checklist

When you scan a policy document, go straight to:

• Targets & timelines - By when?

• Responsible actors - Which department? Which 
level?

• Budget attached? - If no new funding, it’s likely to be 
weaker.

• Legal status - Binding? Advisory? “Subject to review”?

• Language flags - “subject to”, “pending”, “should” vs 
“shall”

• If you can’t answer: who must do what by when, you’re 
reading something akin to a press release

Figure: Sectoral emissions ceilings leave 5.25 MtCO2 eq. in annual 

unallocated savings for the period 2026 to 2030 on an economy-wide 

basis pending the identification of additional abatement measures.

Source: Government of Ireland (2025)



EU policy

• EU climate policy - where stories get 
lost

• EU sets targets - Ireland negotiates 
exceptions (e.g., agriculture, energy)

• EU climate policy is not Brussels vs 
Ireland - it's Brussels + Dublin + 
domestic sector lobbies

Source: Dalton (2025)



Case study: Ireland’s Climate Action Plan

• Legally commits to 51% emissions reduction by 2030

• Over 82 new actions in Climate Action Plan for 2025 

identified as High-Level Actions 

• How many are funded and are being delivered on 

schedule?

• Additional actions delayed in previous Climate 

Action Plans and rolled over into Climate Action 

Plan 2025: 46 rolled over from 2024, 18 rolled over 

from 2023

• Stories: local resistance, sectoral lobbying, rural vs 

urban tensions

• Need more reporting on policy implementation delays, 

including consequences for economy and communities.

Source: Fox (2025)



Covering UN COPs: Beyond 
announcement moments

• COP reporting common 
pitfalls:

• Reporting speeches instead of 
negotiating positions

• Covering headlines, not what's 
in the legal text

• Missing implementation 
deadlines buried in decisions

• More useful angle:
• Before COP - What 

position is Ireland taking to 
negotiations? 

• Department of Environment, 
Climate and 
Communications FOI

• After COP - What did 
Ireland formally commit to 
deliver and by what date?

Source: Hartford (2022)

Source: Gibbons (2023)



Example: Loss and Damage Fund (COP case study)

• Headlines: “Historic fund agreed…”

• Real questions:
• How much money?

• Voluntary or binding contributions?

• Was Ireland/EU specific in its 
commitments?

• Has any money actually moved? – 
investigative angle

Source: Harvey et al. (2022)



Reading between the lines: Policy language

Phrase in policy What it really means Example Policy

“Seeking” / 

“Encourage”
Not legally binding — optional

In Budget 2025, €951 million… was allocated…to encourage farming 

in a greener and more sustainable way. 

CAP25 actions are seeking solutions to the challenging problems in 

construction materials and the introduction of further measures to 

encourage and support a reduction in fossil fuel demand 

Climate Action Plan 

2025

“Subject to budget 

availability”
Likely to be delayed or dropped

Launch Centre of Excellence (subject to approval of Just Transition 

Funding Programme)

Climate Action Plan 

2023

“Net zero” or 

“climate neutral”

Can include offsets, not outright 

cuts

Pursuing the transition to a climate resilient, biodiversity-rich and 

climate neutral economy by… 2050

Climate Action and Low 

Carbon Development 

(Amendment) Act, 2021

“Review 

mechanism”

No direct enforcement — relies 

on future revision

A review will be undertaken to assess the potential to widen the scope 

of the emissions captured in the public sector target, to include Scope 3 

emissions. 

There has been no mention of “Scope 3” emissions in any Climate 

Action Plan since this 2021 “review” wording.

Climate Action Plan 

2021



Where broadcast journalism can intervene

• Follow gaps. Most impactful story angles:
• Target vs Delivery - accountability gap

• Budget tracking - has money actually moved and what has it 
delivered?

• FOI requests to check status of actions if not publicly available

• Local-level stories - where local politics and lobby groups can impede 
national policy targets and local development

• Impacts on local communities of delays / inaction



Tools and data sources

• Irish Climate Action Plan Progress Reports

• Climate Change Advisory Council Reports

• Environmental Protection Agency Reports

• Climate Change Performance Index

• UN Global Climate Action Portal (search by 
country)

• Parliamentary questions and answers

• FOI requests Image: Climate Action Plan Progress 2025

Source: Government of Ireland (2025)

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-the-taoiseach/publications/climate-action-plan-progress-reports/#climate-action-plan-2025
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-the-taoiseach/publications/climate-action-plan-progress-reports/#climate-action-plan-2025
https://www.climatecouncil.ie/councilpublications/
https://www.climatecouncil.ie/councilpublications/
https://www.epa.ie/publications/research/climate-change/
https://www.epa.ie/publications/research/climate-change/
https://ccpi.org/country/irl/
https://ccpi.org/country/irl/
https://climateaction.unfccc.int/
https://climateaction.unfccc.int/
https://climateaction.unfccc.int/
https://climateaction.unfccc.int/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/questions/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/questions/


Checklist for policy announcement / follow-up

5 questions to ask

• Is policy binding or voluntary?

• Who has to deliver - and by when?

• Is there budget or legislation attached?

• Who benefits, who resists?

• How does this connect to EU/UN 
obligations Ireland already signed?

• Is there a national / local angle to story?

Recommendation 

• Start building your own 

“policy progress follow-up 

calendar” for future 

stories.
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Thank you

Email: darren.p.clarke@dcu.ie 

LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/darren-clarke-98492b281
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