DCU

ERC DOCTORAL SCHOLARSHIPS 2026
CENTRING CARE IN INTERNATIONAL LAW (CAREINTLAW) PROJECT
Closing date/time: 16th March 2026 5pm (Ireland)

Stipend: €25,000 per annum
Fees covered: up to non-EU rate.

Two doctoral scholarships are available to full time students commencing their doctoral
studies (4 years) in the Dublin City University School of Law and Government in September
2026.

The scholarships are open to Irish, other EU and international applicants. Successful
candidates are expected to be resident in Dublin for the duration of the programme, except
as required for fieldwork.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Both PhD positions are within an ERC Consolidator Grant led by Professor Catherine
O’Rourke. CAREINTLAW is a 5-year project aimed at understanding how care is
conceptualised, regulated and practiced across different regimes of international law.
International law typically centres harm, but this individualistic and post facto focus has
important limitations. CAREINTLAW understands care as active practices aimed at meeting
the needs of others. By centring feminist care ethics, the project aims to make care visible
and valuable. Through doctrinal, ethnographic and prefigurative legal approaches, the
project aims to reshape international law, by putting care at its centre.

The successful candidates will develop their own PhD study within the above project.
DESCRIPTION OF PHD SCHOLARSHIPS

PhD Stream 1 (international law): the successful candidate will engage in theoretically-
informed doctrinal research on care under a specific regime or regimes of international law.
The candidate will be asked to consider feminist care ethics within their broader theoretical
framework and to engage in some doctrinal legal analysis, but will otherwise have discretion
in designing their research project.

PhD Stream 2 (ethnography): the successful candidate will engage in ethnographic research
of institutions of international law. The student will be asked to consider care theory and



ethnographic study of care dynamics within their research design, but will otherwise have
discretion to design their research project. Preference will be given to applicants with
knowledge and experience of conducting ethnographic research. Funding is available to
support reasonable fieldwork expenses.

HOW TO APPLY
Please submit:
1. A CV outlining your professional trajectory to date.

2. A cover letter (max. 2 sides of an A4 page) outlining your background, experience and
motivations related to the project and proposed study. Please state which PhD stream you
are applying for.

3. A short research proposal (max. 5 pages excluding references/bibliography) outlining a
conceptual background for your proposed study, the objectives and focus of the study, a
proposed methodology, including your previous experience of the planned methodology.
The methodology should include the identification of the potential site(s) or regimes of
study and rationale for that selection. A timeframe and organisation for the proposed study
should be included.

4. One sample of your academic writing (e.g. a published article or dissertation chapter).

5. Details of two academic referees who can speak to your knowledge and skills relevant to
the proposed PhD. Please confirm the availability of your referees to provide references
within a short timeline.

6. All academic transcripts.

Applications that do not include all required information (1 to 6 above) will not be
considered. We intend to shortlist and interview selected candidates online in late March.

Successful candidates may also need to show proficiency in the English language.

Submit completed applications to careintlaw@dcu.ie.

Late applications will not be accepted.



