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AGE & 

OPPORTUNITY

Age & Opportunity is 

Ireland’s leading national 

development 

organisation working to 

enable the best possible 

quality of life for us all as 

we age. 



ARTS PROGRAMME:

ACCESS & REPRESENTATION 

Supporting artists, arts 

organisations and arts 

participants

Creating Bealtaine 

Festival events that 

engage, challenge and 

represent



BEALTAINE FESTIVAL PROGRAMME AIMS

• Nurturing the greater participation and

representation of older people in the arts;

• Celebrating older artists and highlighting the 

creativity and potential of older people;

• Platforming the diversity of older age;

• Supporting organisations to deliver their own 

events;

• Nurturing solidarity between generations.



SUPPORT PROGRAMME

Supports for Artists 

Supports artists working with older people and in 

developing their careers 

Supports for Arts Organisations

Supports organisations working with older people

Supports for Arts Participants

Supports audiences through Bealtaine Festival, cultural 

networks,and an Arts Charter

Supports for Care Homes

Supports training of staff in care settings and artists to work 

there

National initiatives: National Arts in Nursing Homes Day

Celebrates & encourages the arts and creativity in nursing 

homes during Bealtaine and offers awards (With Nursing 

Homes Ireland) 



ARTISTS CARE 
EXCHANGE (ACE)

 Responds to the need for more trained 
artists in this sector

 Targets professional artists who work in 
care settings with older people

 Opportunity to exchange information, 
advice, and experiences in a group situation, 
whilst also learning from a range of experts 
in the social, medical, and arts fields. 

 Offers mentoring support

 Offers a network of peers

 Complements Introduction to Arts, Health 
and the Older Person (AHOP)





ARTS & CREATIVE CHARTER FOR 

OLDER PEOPLE

AIMS

• To create confidence amongst older people 

by enhancing their experiences of the arts

• To support arts organisations in engaging 

with older people

• 8 commitments

• 3 years to develop

• Wide consultation and stakeholders

• Pilot project

• National roll out







PARTNER RESOURCES



Thank you.
Dr. Tara Byrne,  Arts Programme Manager / Bealtaine 

Festival Director

Tara.byrne@ageandopportunity.ie

Mob: 0877463392
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