UNIVERSITY STANDARDS COMMITTEE

MINUTES
Thursday 26 May 2011

9.00-11.30 a.m. in A204

Present: Professor Anne Scott (Chair), Dr Frangoise Blin,

Dr Dermot Brabazon, Ms Olivia Bree, Ms Jennifeut®n,

Mr Cillian Byrne, Professor Saleem Hashmi,

Ms Louise McDermott (Secretary), Ms Phylomena Mcidw,
Dr Anne Morrissey, Professor Gary Murphy, Mr P&hkehan,
Mr Ronan Tobin, Dr Sheelagh Wickham

Apologies: Ms Bernadette Dowling, Mr Billy Kelly, Ms Moralglunro
SECTION A: MINUTES AND RELATED ISSUES
1. Adoption of the agenda

3.1

3.2

The agenda was adopted subject to the inclusiom®fdditional submission under
Item 5.1, one additional submission under Itemahi@ two submissions under Item
14.

Minutes of the meeting of 7 April 2011

The minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chair.

Matters arising from the minutes

Notedthat an appropriate title was being sought forcheversion programmes in
teacher education offered by various higher edanatistitutions. (Item 3.1)

Noted that discussions with Faculties about the pla@hgost-1989 (i.e. DCU)
qualifications on the NFQ would be progressed ime dcourse, following
consideration of current issues relating to theQN&nd once the merging of the



3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

3.10

National Qualifications Authority of Ireland withther institutions has taken place.
Notedthat the Chair is now a member of the NQAI Boafitem 3.2)

Notedthat the fee implications of Marks and Standaedpgcially in respect of the
regulations about repeating modules, are being lkegé¢r review._Notethat there
are divergent views about the desirability of hgvitudents pay a substantial fee to
repeat a dissertation (as they must do currenfigreednone the less that
consideration might need to be given to developipgoposal that would result in a
reduced fee for students repeating dissertatifitasm 3.3)

Notedthat sector-wide discussions about the manageoi¢né PAC application
fee would take place in due course but that ot#&2-Related issues are being
prioritised at present. (Item 3.5)

Notedthat the Secretary’s Office would, henceforthoréannually to Academic
Council on the outcomes of meetings of the Disogrly Committee. The Chair
suggested that USC might recommend to AC the uasdearnplate to be adapted
from that currently in use for reporting to Courmil the outcomes of meetings of
the Appeals Board. Notdtat reports to Council need to be concise whde a
containing all the relevant information. Notixt the importance for staff of
informing themselves of all relevant matters ptmtaking cases to the Disciplinary
Committee, the role of extenuating circumstanced,the importance of ensuring
that sanctions are appropriately robust are altermthat need to be kept in mind
when decisions are being made. (ltem 3.8)

With regard to future presentations by the chaiithe Disciplinary Committee and
the Appeals Board, the Chair notiat it would be important to make sure
sufficient time was available so as to take actofithe likelihood that the
presentations would give rise to a consideralvel lef engagement and discussion.
(Item 3.8)

Notedthat further comment from an external examineualaomatter relating to the
University’s plagiarism policy was expected short{ltem 3.8)

Notedthat the modifications to the ITS Calculate prognee to ensure its
compatibility with Marks and Standards (as revised010/11) are progressing.
(Item 3.9)

Notedthat a modification to the regulations on the apimoent of external
examiners had been approved by Academic Counitd ateeting of 13 April 2011.
(Item 3.11)

Notedthat an amendment to the Code of Discipline torporate a reference to
contract cheating (this reference being applicabkdl registered students of the
University) had been noted by Academic Councilsameeting of 13 April 2011.
(Item 3.12)




3.11

3.12

3.13

3.14

3.15

3.16

3.17

3.18

3.19

3.20

Notedthat discussions were in progress with Queen’séfrity Belfast in respect
of the Marks and Standards for the jointly-awart#t in Plasma and Vacuum
Technology. (Item 3.15)

Notedthat discussions were in progress with a viewetiaging templates and
identifying application and related deadlinesaspect of the policy on the
Recognition of Prior Learning. The outcomes @f diiscussions will be
submitted for the consideration of Faculties irntvkan 2011 and, subsequently,
will be submitted for approval to Academic Councilltem 3.16)

Notedthat the revisedcademic Regulations for Postgraduate Degrees by

Research and Thesis had been approved by Academic Council at its mgetdf

13 April 2011, subject to final comments and anmeents. The finalised approved
version will be made available to Council on 30y\2911 and implemented with
effect from the 2011/12 academic year. (Item B.17

Notedthat a list of the publications of a nominatedeemal examiner had been
obtained, and the nomination had therefore beproapd. (Item 5.1.5)

Notedthat, in two cases, the willingness of an exteexalminer to act for four
years as distinct from three had been obtainadiffEnominations had therefore
been approved. (Items 5.1.7 and 5.1.8)

Notedthat clarification in respect of module codes badn obtained, and the
nomination of an external examiner had therefemnbapproved. (Item 5.2.1)

Notedthat a list of the modules to be examined had loé¢s@ined, and the
nomination of an external examiner had therefeenbapproved. (Item 5.2.9)

Notedthat, with respect to the June 2011 diet of exafions, decimalised values
for the results would be made available on stugertal pages, where relevant.
The long-term desirability, or otherwise, of doings and the possibility of
displaying precision marks on portal pages areeudgcussion in Faculties and
will be considered again by the USC (at its meptihl5 September 2011).
Notedthat, following the University’s decision in theatter of the decimalised
values, consideration would be given to the dbsitg or otherwise, of
considering weightings rather than credits wheplyapg the
precision/preponderance rule. (Items 6.1.2, BdL&?2)

Notedthat discussions are in progress about the mesinarfor ensuring
progression from BEng to MEng and the desirabditptherwise of using the slash
in ‘BEng/MENng’. (Item 6.1.4)

With regard to the proposal from Oscail for meetiaguests from students, as
appropriate, for re-admission with a view to contiplg programmes — some of



3.21

3.22

3.23

3.24

3.25

3.26

which have been replaced by newer programmes a&nelftiie no longer exist
except in respect of these ‘legacy’ students -ai wgreedhat a revised version
would be submitted for the consideration of the U$@s meeting of 15 September
2011. This revised proposal should include theltesd a mapping exercise, as
between old and new programmes, that is to be atedwas well as
recommendations for the admission, or otherwisgpasopriate, of students on a
systematic basis. The recommendations will cawes; alia, currency of modules,
issues relating to the length of absence from thgramme, and practice in respect
of ensuring that students undertake such additistoaly as will ensure that they
meet programme learning outcomes in all caseesm(8.2.1)

Notedthat the R-40 (Application for Leave of Absencani had been amended to
include, in parentheses, an indication that a Led\absence is effectively an
extension to the permitted registration periodenil 6.3.1)

Notedthat amendments to Marks and Standards made BfSBemeetings of
3 February 2011 and 7 April 2011 had been apprbyeficademic Council at its
meeting of 13 April 2011. (ltem 7.1)

Notedthat the programme team for the Graduate Cert&izaActuarial
Applications had undertaken to make every eflogrisure that, in all instances,
students would be enabled to complete the progemrthe event of non-
availability of modules in academic sessions sgbset to the session of initial
registration. (ltem 7.1)

Notedthat the possibility of displaying on broadshesatsks for contributions in
previous years was under consideration. (Itern 8.3

Notedthat minor modifications to the wording of the f@ate for programme-
specific regulations had been approved electriyibg the USC on 11 April 2011
and by Academic Council at its meeting of 13 AgfitLl. (ltem 8.4)

Notedthat revised meeting dates for the USC for thelewwac year 2011/12 had

been agreed and would be reflected in the UnityeBihedule of Meetings
2011/12. (Item 10.1)

Minutes of the meeting of the Graduate Studiesdard of 3 March 2011

Approved.



SECTION B: FACULTY ISSUES
5.1  Appointment of external examiners

5.1.1 Professor Paolo Bartolini, National Universif Ireland, Galway
MA in Comparative Literature
Approved.
5.1.2 Dr Pauline Cullen, National University of Irelaridaynooth
Modules in the School of Applied Laage and Intercultural Studies
Approved.
5.1.3 Dr Martin Veiga, University College Cork
Modules in the School of Applied Laage and Intercultural Studies
Approved.
5.1.4 Dr Matt Davies, University of Chester
Modules in the School of Applied Laage and Intercultural Studies
Approvedubject to further, satisfactory, information abthe list of publications.
5.1.5 Professor John Tulloch, University of Lincoln
Modules in the School of Communicasion
Approved.
5.1.6 Professor Diane Negra, University College Dublin
Modules in the School of Communicasion
Decision deferred pending discussidath the School of Communications.
5.1.7 Dr Tony Hall, National University of Ireland, Galywa
Modules in the School of Educationditg
Approved.
5.1.8 Dr Rob Mark, University of Strathclyde
BSc in Education and Training (futhe and part time)
Approved.
5.1.9 Ms Shazia Choudhury, Queen Mary, University of Lamd
Modules in the School of Law and Gaoweent
Approved.
5.1.10 Ms Grainne McKeever, University of Ulster
Modules in the School of Law and Goweent
Approved.
5.1.11 Professor Lorna Fox O’Mahony, Durham University
Modules in the School of Law and Goweent
Approved.
5.1.12 Dr David Capper, Queen’s University Belfast
Modules in the School of Law and Goweent
Approved.
5.1.13 Professor Ale€erny, City University
MSc in Financial and Industrial Matheios
Approved.
5.1.14 Dr Martin McNamara, University College Dublin
Modules in the School of Nursing



Approved.
5.1.15 Ms Paula Procter, Sheffield Hallam University

Bachelor of Nursing Theory, BachelbNarrsing Studies
Approved.

5.1.16 Professor Eileen Savage, University College Cork
Modules in the School of Nursing
Approved.

5.1.17 Ms Linda Childs, University of Southampton
Certificate in Nurse/Midwife Prescrilgi
Approved.

5.1.18 Dr Andrew Fogarty, Athlone Institute of Technology
MSc in the Management of Sustainal@edlopment
Decision deferred pending informatnwhether the workload envisaged is
feasible for the nominee, whetherehiercognacy of expertise in terms of the wide
range of modules listed, and whethertominee is proposed as a programme or a
module examiner. Upon receipt ofitifermation, a decision on the nomination
will be taken by means of Chair’s astand notified to the USC.

5.1.19 Professor Kathy Hall, University College Cork
Bachelor of Education programme, Geddiploma in Education (Primary
Teaching), St Patrick’s College
Approved.

5.1.20 Professor Mark Boyle, National University of IrethriMaynooth
Modules in Geography on the BA in Hunitias and the Bachelor of Education
programme, St Patrick’s College
Approved.

5.1.21 Dr Orla O’'Donovan, University College Cork
BSc in Health and Society

Approved.

5.2 Renewal of appointment of external examinersnd/or changes to duties

5.2.1 Professor Geraldine Sheridan, Universityioferick
Modules in the School of Applied Language andrbukural Studies
Approvedsubject to clarification of whether a renewal ppaintment or a change
to duties is envisaged.
5.2.2 Dr Maeve Olohan, University of Manchester
Modules in the School of Applied Laage and Intercultural Studies
Approved.
5.2.3 Dr Anders Fagerjord, university of Oslo
Modules in the School of Communications
Approved.
5.2.4 Dr Jack Anderson, Queen’s University Belfast
Modules in the School of Law and Goweent

Approved.
5.2.5 Professor Colm O’Cinneide, University Coddgondon



Modules in the School of Law and Government
Approved.
5.2.6 Dr Shane Kilcommins, University College Cork
Modules in the School of Law and Goweent
Approved.
5.2.7 Mr lan Beech, University of Glamorgan
BSc in Nursing (Mental Health)
Approved.
5.2.8 Professor Janice Wearmouth, University of Bedfoirgs
Modules in Special/Inclusive Educatiorthe Education Department, St Patrick’s
College
Approved.
5.2.9 Ms Claire Connolly, St Mary’s UniversiDpllege, Belfast
Modules in Teaching Practice on the Graduate Diplan Education (Primary
Teaching), Education Department, St Patrick’s €yl
Approved.
5.2.10 Professor Gerard Gillen, National University alénd, Maynooth
Modules in Music on the BA in Humaegiand the Bachelor of Education
programme, St Patrick’s College
Approved.
5.2.11 Dr Peter McGrall, Liverpool Hope University
MA in Leadership and Pastoral Caré Hédllows College
Approved.
5.2.12 Professor Richard Timoney, Trinity College
Common Entry Programme into Actuarfahancial and Mathematical Sciences,
and BSc in Applicable Mathematics
Approved.
5.2.13 Dr Paddy Connolly, Mary Immaculate Colledajversity of Limerick
BA in Theology and Lifelong Educati@ghool of Education, Mater Dei Institute
of Education

Approved.

6. Other issues
6.1 Dublin City University Business School

6.1.1 Request for re-admission to the MSc in Business Magement programme
2010/11

Decision deferred pending further discussion. @omevas expressed that, since
the candidate had previously failed the dissema@oSeptember 2011 submission
date might compromise the candidate’s ability todpice acceptable work on time.
The Chair is to discuss the matter further withBilly Kelly, Associate Dean for
Teaching and Learning in Dublin City University Busss School, and a decision



6.2

6.2.1

6.3

6.3.1

6.4

on the matter will, if appropriate, be taken by meaf Chair’s action and
communicated to the USC.

Faculty of Engineering and Computing
Request for re-admission to the MEng in Teleenmunications Engineering

Approvedsubject to a stipulation that the proposed deadbn completion of the
programme may be extended if it becomes apparanttils is necessary.

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Request from a graduate of the Graduate Diptoa in Journalism for
admission to the MA in Journalism

Decision deferred on the basis that, in the cés#l such requests and in particular
requests from candidates whose period of priatysto the University predated the
advent of ECTS credits and the National Framewd®ualifications, due
consideration needs to be given to consideratbesirrency and equity. Noted
that the Programme Board is equally concerneditiese matters be appropriately
addressed, and for this reason the Programme Boardted to draw up a

proposal for an overall, systematic approach eéontlanagement of requests such as
the present one. This invitation is extended aithew to ensuring that a template
exists against which current and future requemtsbe mapped so that due account
may be taken of all relevant factors includingiéthe case with the current
candidate) extensive professional experienceenayr of modules (or,
pre-modularisation, subjects) previously takemrapriateness of such
modules/subjects from the perspective of the aeient of the learning outcomes
of the MA in Journalism, and approach to be takben granting exemptions in a
situation where no credits were obtained by thelchate because the ECTS credit
system was not in operation at the time. Follgaime submission of the proposal
on this matter, the USC will consider the requmgsthe current candidate and by
any other candidates who may make similar requestgure.

Agreedthat, henceforth, requests for re-admission tgrammmes following

absence greater than that normally allowed undek$/and Standards, and

requests such as that mentioned at 6.3.1 abovédwelsubmitted on the template
designed for this purpose. Agredamend the template as follows: (a) a request to
specify the date of initial registration on the gramme will be included; (b) the
reference to ‘proposed date of completion of progre’ will be amended to a
reference to the maximum completion time for thegpamme (to allow for

flexibility as and when appropriate).



SECTION C: OTHER ISSUES (NOT FACULTY SPECIFIC)

7.

7.1

7.1.1

7.1.2

7.1.3

7.2

7.3

Marks and Standards
Proposals from the Working Group on Non-major Awards

Approved. Notedthat the Working Group had taken NQAI definitiaassstarting-
points and had developed these. Naked it was likely that any future
developments in terms of programmes at Level 7lavtake place on the basis that
external funding was made available for them. edtihat the next step for the
Working Group, provided Academic Council approvbthe proposals was
forthcoming, would be to develop an approval pdute for non-major awards and
submit this for the consideration of the Educat@mmmittee at its meeting of

7 September 2011. The USC will be kept informedavelopments in this regard.
The Chair expressed appreciation, on behalf ott8€, to Mr Billy Kelly, chair of
the Working Group, and the other members of theu@for the work they had
done to date.

The proposals entail the following change to Markd Standards:
Table 1:Awards offered by DCU on the NFQ will be altered by the addition of a
row allowing a Graduate Certificate at Level 9 &upplemental Award.

Addltlonally the following change to Marks and &dards was approved
Table 3:DCU Module Level Indicators and Table 4Module Strength
Indicators will each be altered by the addition of a rowerehg to Graduate
Diploma (because it was inadvertently omitted fromavious versions of Marks
and Standards).

Request for a derogation from Marks and Standats in respect of the
Certificate in Nurse/Midwife Prescribing

Approved.

Request in respect of an existing derogationdm Marks and Standards for the
BSc in Physical Education with Biology

The request for an extension to the derogatioarnangoing basis was approved
subject to the continuation of two projects by thembers of the programme team:
they are requested to maintain dialogue with thaching Council with a view to
having professional requirements for Physical BEtioa teachers clearly specified
in Council documentation; they are requested tdiooe to examine the possibility
of providing alternative assessment mechanisntsatbald obviate the need for the
derogation.



8. Programme-specific regulations 2011/12

8.1  Approved. Notedthat, from 2012/13, the draft regulations wouldede available
to the USC membership electronically as usualtoufcilitate and streamline the
approval process, specific changes from the prewear would be highlighted and
it could be assumed that regulations stayed the samll instances in which no
changes were highlighted. Not#tht the most detailed consideration of regulation
takes place at Faculty Teaching and Learning/Educateetings.

9. Proposal for an amendment to the University’s Eglish-language requirements

9.1 The following points were notad discussion:
- thisis an issue about which there tends to beda vange of views

students whose English is relatively weak oftem tenrequire additional
supports, but the resources for these are not alaagilable
the module offered by SALIS to assist non-nativeasers to improve their
standards of academic English has been found te malositive difference
in the rare cases in which students (normally mefestudents) are permitted to
register without having fulfilled the English-larege requirements,
consideration might be given to setting cut-offegaby which they must fulfil
these requirements
there is a risk that allowing such students tostegimay leave them vulnerable
to failure in their studies
it would be very helpful to take account of the Gnam European Framework
of Reference for Languages (CEFR) when considenadJniversity’'s English-
language requirements (it was notedhis connection that this framework
specifies C2 as the minimum appropriate level ésearch students).

9.2 The following were agreed
the Chair will request Ms Aisling McKenna, Institutal Research and Analysis
Officer, to provide information on the progresssafdents who were registered
without having met the minimum English-languageuiegments, with a view
to establishing an evidence base for future datisiaking in this matter
the issue of English-language requirements willliseussed again at the
meeting of the Graduate Studies Board of 30 Juié 2ince the proposal
originated with the GSB), taking account of thersigsion made to the present
meeting, the points listed under 9.1 above andhamapproved by the USC at
its meeting of 4 June 2009 (this paper recommenaisthg the requirements in
respect of the TOEFL examinations).

9.3 Notedthat the matter would very probably require distus in Faculties following
the GSB meeting of 30 June 2011.

10



10.

10.1

10.2

11.

111

External examiners
Management of communication with external examiners

Notedthat practice varies somewhat across the Uniyeasitl that it would be
desirable to ensure that a set of commonly-agreddwdely-recognised
procedures were put in place and implemented. dNbgg, in some cases, there is
conformity of practice within Faculties and thatnibuld be helpful for the
procedures that will be proposed to be discuss€&adulties prior to being
submitted for approval to the USC. Agrabdt Ms McDermott would work with
relevant colleagues over the Summer months to dpvbe proposed procedures,
that these would be discussed at Faculty Teachdd aarning/Education
Committee meetings in the early Autumn and thay theuld be submitted (revised
as appropriate) for the consideration of the USifsaheeting of 17 November
2011.

Proposals on the management of external examinen#commendations

Approved. The Chair expressed appreciation, on behalf@fi8C, to

Ms Mairéad Guinan of the Registry for the work &lagl done in co-ordinating the
proposals thus far. Agrediat the next step would be to identify and pytlace

the necessary technological supports for whatapgsed; to this end, further
consultation will take place shortly with Informat Systems and Services. Agreed
that, following this, the Heads’ and Deans’ gra@nould be made aware formally of
what is proposed and that, therefore, the matteddvbe included on the agenda of
a meeting of this group as soon as possible.

Proposals on the submission of feedback to students

The Chair_notedhat, in relation to many of the staff nominatedthe President’s
Awards for Teaching and Learning which were madédb May 2011, the citation
mentioned excellence in giving feedback as ortb@feasons the nomination had
been made. Following from recent related disaunssiit has been agreed that a
two-and-a-half day symposium on feedback andeélasues will take place
from 11 to 13 September 2011. This symposiumtenided to function as a

way of both celebrating excellence in teaching.(py means of excellent
feedback) and highlighting engagement as an itapbtheme for the academic
year 2011/12. The current plan is that many efgbssions will be facilitated by
nominees for, or winners of, the President’'s Awartie organisation of the
event will be undertaken by the Associate Dean3 éaching and
Learning/Education. Mr Byrne and other Studeblision representatives will be

11



11.2

11.3

12.

13.

14.

14.1

14.2

closely involved. The dates of the conferencé lvéglannounced to Academic
Council and in other relevant fora.

Among the desired outcomes of the symposium wilidbeentify basic minimum
standards in terms of giving feedback, to develags of managing the
expectations of both staff and students and itiémgj and bridging gaps in
understanding, and to collate good practice wifea to implementing it widely
over a one-to-three-year timeframe.

Dr Brabazon undertook to send to the Associate Bé&anTreaching and
Learning/Education contact details for a staff hermin the University of
Manchester who is particularly knowledgeable i dnea of feedback.

Proposals on awarding Higher Doctorates

The Chair_notedhat these proposals were due for final considerdty Executive
and that, following approval there, they woulddoémitted for approval to
Academic Council and made available to the membikttse USC and GSB. Once
the approval process is complete, the possilmfigwarding Higher Doctorates will
be available to the University with effect fronetacademic year 2011/12. The
Chair thanked the members of the GSB for theirkwodeveloping the initial
proposals.

Management of items submitted between meetings

Notedthat timely submission of items is essential éytlare to get due
consideration by the members of the USC. Thigamatill be raised again,

and procedures for 2011/12 agreed, at the anneitiing to agree protocols for the
management of USC meetings in the following acadeear. (This meeting will
take place in August or September 2011.)

Any other business

The Chair_notedhat this present meeting was the last one which

Professor Gary Murphy would attend in his capaagypDean of Graduate Studies
and, on behalf of the USC, she thanked him forary significant contribution to
the work of the USC and also for his work as cbaihe Graduate Studies Board
since its inception in September 2007.

The Chair invited the Associate Deans for Teachimd Learning/Education

to attend the meeting of the Heads’ and Deansigan the afternoon of 26 May
for the discussion on graduate attributes.
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Signed:

Date of next meeting:

15 September 2011
9.00 a.m. in A204

Date:

Chair
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