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Assessment of practical science 

• extensive discussions about practical 
assessment over the years  

• wide range of perspectives and 
understandings 

• the term practical assessment– multiple, 
sometime conflicting interpretations 

• as much to do with what we should be 
assessing as to how we should be assessing it 
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Science assessment network 

• work with teachers and students to produce 
examples of what practical science assessment 
will  look like 

• wive a clear picture to teachers about how the 
revised assessment arrangements will affect 
them  

• give a practical illustration of how a second 
component would add to existing arrangements 

• open the discussion on how a broader range of 
assessment will affect teaching and learning 
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Science Assessment Network 

• 11 schools-24 teachers 

• developed learning activities that aligned with 

revised syllabuses 

• teachers needed time to assimilate material and 

think about a new way of doing things 

• student and teacher voices 

• video  
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Range of Activities 

 

• traditional activities 

 

• open ended activities 

 

• research activities 
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Performance of practical science 
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ability to organise, synthesise 
and evaluate procedural 

knowledge 

ability to understand and apply 
concepts of evidence in 

familiar and novel situations 

knowledge and recall of (basic) 
skills 

Adapted from Gott and Duggan (2002) 
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Next steps 
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https://vimeo.com/43631117

