
  
 

 
 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified candidates for the following position: 

 
Research Centre/School:    School of Chemical Sciences 

Post title:     Postdoctoral Researcher in Bioinorganic Chemistry 

Level on Framework:    Level 1 

Post duration:     Fixed Term One Year Contract 

 

Research Career Framework 

As part of this role the researcher will be required to participate in the DCU Research Career Framework 

http://dcu.ie/hr/ResearchersFramework/index.shtml. This framework is designed to provide significant 

professional development opportunities to researchers and offer the best opportunities in terms of a wider 

career path.  DCU has a strong track record in attracting both Irish and European Union research funding 

under Horizon 2020 (and all previous Framework Programmes), Marie Curie Actions and Erasmus.  

 

Dublin City University www.dcu.ie  is a research-intensive, globally-engaged, dynamic institution that is 

distinguished both by the quality and impact of its graduates and by its focus on the translation of knowledge 

into societal and economic benefit. Through its mission to transform lives and societies through education, 

research and innovation, DCU acts as an agent of social, cultural and economic progress. DCU is Ireland’s 

fastest growing university, and now hosts more than 17,000 students across its three academic campuses: 

DCU Glasnevin Campus, DCU St Patrick’s Campus and DCU All Hallows campus. 

 

School of Chemical Sciences  

The School of Chemical Sciences, is one of Ireland's most progressive and highest achieving Schools with 

outstanding facilities, housed within a modern and dynamic city campus. Our goal is to develop graduates 

with the ability to critically evaluate, and then to solve, chemical and pharmaceutical problems, preparing 

the highest quality graduates capable of meeting the challenges of modern industry and research. The School 

is highly successful at attracting large scale research funding, with our researchers having significant roles 

within nationally significant university/industry collaborative initiatives and European funded Integrated 

Training Networks.  The School of Chemical Sciences is one of the leading academic schools within DCU and 

is ranked in the top 300 chemistry schools/departments in the world (QS Rankings), a reflection of the 

School’s ambitious research activities and its undergraduate/postgraduate degree programmes.  

http://dcu.ie/hr/ResearchersFramework/index.shtml
http://www.dcu.ie/


  
 

Role Profile 

The School is seeking to recruit a Postdoctoral Researcher in synthetic bioinorganic chemistry to work on a 

collaborative project on the development of new gene-directed anticancer agents in collaboration with the 

Synthesis and Solid-State Pharmaceutical Centre (SSPC) and Merck Sharp and Dohme (MSD) Ireland. The goal 

of this specific project is to develop biocompatible chelating ligands that coordinate specific metal ions and 

to link these to nucleic acid vectors via click chemistry. The project will provide a unique opportunity to work 

with a leading SFI research centre and a global pharmaceutical leader.  

 

Duties and Responsibilities 

Please refer to job description for list of duties and responsibilities.  

 

Candidate Requirements - Minimum Criteria  

Applicants must hold a PhD in synthetic bio-inorganic chemistry and have a strong publication track record in 

the field of nucleic acid chemistry or in designing new metallodrug-DNA (or RNA) binding agents. A knowledge 

of nucleic acid click chemistry would be beneficial. An excellent track record in laboratory skills directly related 

to this project is essential. Excellent communication skills in English, both written and spoken, are a necessity. 

 

Candidates will be assessed on the following competencies:  

Discipline knowledge and Research skills – Demonstrates knowledge of a research discipline and the 

ability to conduct a specific programme of research within that discipline;  

Understanding the Research Environment – Demonstrates an awareness of the research 

environment (for example funding bodies) and the ability to contribute to grant applications;  

Communicating Research – Demonstrates the ability to impart their research with  

their peers and the wider research community (for example presenting at conferences and 

publishing research in relevant journals) and the potential to teach and tutor students;  

Management & Leadership skills - Demonstrates the potential to lead and manage a research project 

including the supervision of undergraduate students.  

 

Salary Scale € 37,874 - €43,782  

Appointment will be commensurate with qualifications and experience and will be made on the appropriate 

point of the salary scale, in line with Government pay policy. 

 

Closing Date:  20th August 2020 

 



  
 

Informal enquiries to: Prof Andrew Kellett, School of Chemical Sciences, DCU, Dublin 9; Tel: +353 (0)1 700 

5461.  E-mail: andrew.kellett@dcu.ie 

 

Please do not send applications to this email address; instead, apply as described below. 

 

Application Procedure:  Application forms are available from the DCU Current Vacancies website at 

https://www.dcu.ie/hr/vacancies/current.shtml.  A CV and cover letter must be included with the application 

form.  Applications must be submitted by e-mail to hr.applications@dcu.ie.  

 

Please clearly state the role that you are applying for in your application form and email subject line, Job 

Reference #RF1385 Postdoctoral Researcher in Bioinorganic Chemistry (1 yr FTC). 

 

Dublin City University is an equal opportunities employer and is committed to promoting gender equality 

reflected in its attainment of the Athena SWAN Bronze Award.  Information on a range of university 

policies aimed at creating a supportive and flexible work environment is available at 

https://www.dcu.ie/policies/policy-starter-packs.shtml 

mailto:andrew.kellett@dcu.ie
https://www.dcu.ie/hr/vacancies/current.shtml
mailto:hr.applications@dcu.ie
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